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Susan and Steve Boyd
Afton, Oklahoma Story

Edward Michele (Ed) called Links to
inform us about this Super Kind and
selfless Couple, Susan and Steve
Boyd. They have made residents of
the Afton Housing Authority (AFA)
comfortable and feeling good. Ed
has known this Couple for more than
20 years.

Susan is the Current AFA Adminis-
trator. AFA administrator is sched-
uled to work only 3 hours a day in
the establishment. She is the first
administrator that always stay way
beyond the working hours. She
checks in every one of the houses in
the establishment in person to ensure
residents are safe, warm and com-
fortable. If a resident needs help she
will take care of it. When she can’t
fix the problem by herself she finds
the right person to satisfy that need.

Steve commutes a long way to and
from his work place in Arkansas. He
helps Susan in the evenings after
work. They get produce, commodi-
ties, and food from various places
even from other states such as Texas
and distribute them among residents
of the housing authority and resi-
dents of the town whenever they can.
They love children. Dur-
ingb65aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa Christmas,
they buy presents for them.

Susan makes residents of the AFA to

feel good by visiting them and mak-
ing sure they know she is there

for them. For example, Mrs. Mary
White Michele, Ed’s wife had surgery
and she stayed away from home in a
nursing home for recovery. During
this time, Susan visited Ed everyday
to make sure he is okay. She made
him understand that he is not alone
and he can lean on Boyds at such a
hard time.

Boyds caring is not limited to the resi-
dents of the AFA. Everyone in town
knows this couple. Over the years
they have helped a lot of the residents
of the town. They are very caring and
kind people. Ed wonders how the Af-
ton people and especially the residents
of the AFA, life would have been like
without this couple.

People like Susan and Steve give us
hope for the better and brighter to-
morrow. Now, I would like you to
read this poem by Sheebee

Selflessness
Source: Power Poetry
Poet: Sheebee

Website: https:/
WWW.powerpoetry.org/poems/
selflessness

Driving past on a highway,
I look at the sun, what a beautiful day



Then something catches my eye,
And that something, makes me cry

A rugged old man with a rough looking sign,
That had a few simple words, that made up a couple
lines

“I am old, but you don’t cry for me,
I need food, but you pretend not to see.”

I pull into the fast food place,
but I still picture his face

I order a Double Cheese burger for me,
Leaving my thoughts lay where they be

Again, I try to drive by, but something makes me stop,
and the next thing that happens makes my heart drop

I get out and hand him what I ordered for me,
And he shows me something you rarely see

He takes the burger and smiles a thank you,
And I simply say “This is the least I could do.”

As I watch him unwrap the pathetic meal,
I noticed a golden retriever at his heal

He doesn’t think twice, about what to do,
He gave that dog all of his food

I looked at him and asked “Why”
He stared at me, and said as I cried

“I found him lost and hungry,
and how selfish it would be of me,

to take what I could give,
to deprive another the right to live.”

I looked at him in disbelief, as I processed my thoughts,
I had found something that had long been lost

Selflessness comes in needing times,
And only the selfish draw such lines
By: Nikki Hamilton, Breanna McDowell

Marvin Grocery Store in
Miami, OK Helping Hand
Story

It happened that Edward Michele (Ed) was shopping in the
Marvin Grocery Store in Miami, Oklahoma that he wit-
nessed this action of kindness. He was waiting for his turn
in the checkout line when he learned that the lady in front of
him has misplaced her money and cannot pay for her gro-
cery. He wanted to pay her bill, but before he speaks up he
heard the cashier saying it is okay your bill is paid.

Up to now, he does not know whether the store paid for the
lady’s grocery or the cashier did. But, it made him feel
warm because of such act of kindness, to help someone out
of stress without any expectation and anonymously.

By Nikki Hamilton, Breanna McDowell

If you would like to share your story with our
readers, contact Zia at: Cell 918-244-0457
Office 918-789-2862

C?Jaw(/ Catervers
Since 1989
David & Sﬁerr] White
Owners

209 South Mickey Mantle Blvd.
Commerce, OK 74339

918-675-4229

Flicate

LilCafe@Lilcafe13

www.LilCafe.net




6-year-old collects 1,000
jars of PB&J so her class-
mates won't go without a

meal
Good Morning America (GMA) By: Nicole

Pelletiere
Posted in Facebook Group: Kindness is Free

A little girl with a big heart is ensuring none of her
classmates will ever go hungry by collecting jars of her
favorite food combination, peanut butter and jelly.

Eva Chapman has donated 1,033 pieces of PB&J to
nine schools including her own. Strangers as far as
Canada have donated jars to the 6-year-old's cause.

"It's just been such a wonderful outpouring of support,"
mom Nicole Chapman of Florida told "Good Morning
America." "For whatever reason, this really just
touched people and moved them. I'm very proud of
her. She has a huge heart."

Eva Chapman, a student at
Volusia County School Dis- &
trict, began collecting jars of
peanut butter and jelly after
hearing a classmate didn't
have enough to eat at home.

Eva, a soon-to-be first grader at Spruce Creek Elemen-
tary School in Port Orange, launched her project in
mid-April. Eva told her mom she wanted to have a
food drive after learning a fellow classmate might not
have enough to eat at home.

"She got fixated on [another child] she went to school
with," Chapman said. "It became apparent to me that
[the child] didn't have a great home life. My advice to
her was, 'Go ahead and love from afar because they
don't have everything you have."

~ Eva Chapman, a Florida student enter-
mm ing first grade, has collected over

&8 1,000 jars of peanut butter and jelly
, “ for her fellow classmates.

Chapman said her daughter's school offers free and re-
duced hot lunch to students whose families struggle
financially. Eva knows this, but wondered what those
kids have to eat when they're at home.

So with the help of her mom, Eva launched a kid-
friendly food drive where in true 6-year-old fashion,
she aimed to gather a whopping 10 million jars of
PB&J.

Eva Chapman, a Florida stu-
dent entering first grade, has
collected over 1,000 jars of p
peanut butter and jelly, and had f§
200 jars left over for her
school's food pantry.

While she hasn't reached her
overly ambitious goal, mom said Eva is thrilled with
the outcome.

"We are getting more and more peanut butter and jelly
so we could have some for the children that have hot
lunch and so they could have peanut butter and jelly for
the summer," Eva said in a video interview with Volu-
sia County Schools.

Eva Chapman, 6, is ensur-
ing none of her classmates
_ will ever go hungry by col-
ge lecting peanut butter and
2 jelly jars.

Eva's PB&J campaign has been featured on local news
and in turn, inspired spin-off projects in nearby
schools.

"Other parents, other students, other schools and even
other districts I'm hearing, students are following her
lead and wanting to impact other students in a positive
way and make sure that no kids go hungry over the
summer break," said Spruce Creek's principal Andrea
Hall.

Eva Chapman, 6, shown in this undated
photo, has donated peanut butter and
jelly to nine Florida schools including
her own.




Nicole Chapman gives
daughter Eva Chapman a big
hug and kiss, Monday May
13, 2019, the six year old
Spruce Creek Elementary
kindergartener has collected
a hundred or more jars of
peanut butter and jelly for a
food drive.

Chapman said Eva is very thankful to those who con-
tributed to her cause.

"It's quantifiable to her at this young age when she sees
all the jars come and go from our house, from my of-
fice," Chapman added. "She can feel that sense of pride
and accomplishment and I think more than anything
else, she's happy that she was able to help other kids."

Eva Chapman, a six year
old Spruce Creek Ele-
mentary kindergartener
and her mom Nicole
Chapman look at the
hundred or more jars of
peanut butter and jelly
Eva collected for a food
drive, May 13, 2019 so
kids won’t go hungry Y Y
over the summer. 2 4 AN

(P

The Chapmans have been advertising Eva's PB&J drive
in the Facebook group Gabriella’s Light, where they
promote an annual diaper drive in memory of their still
born daughter.

Eva Chapman, a six year
old Spruce Creek Elemen-
tary kindergartener, holds
a couple of the hundred or |
more jars of peanut butter
and jelly she collected for
a food drive, May 13,
2019 so kids won’t go
hungry over the summer.

Eva's school was able to start a food pantry with some of the jars she col-

lected.
DATA MASTER: Nikki Hamilton
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WRITING KINDNESS

Source: Random Acts of Kindness
Website: https://www.randomactsofkindness.org

My one is my 13-year-old
son, Gabe. Gabe is spread-
ing kindness, compassion,
and acceptance through a
children's book he wrote
and illustrated about a boy
who has Autism and his
struggle to make a new
friend at school. Gabe was
inspired to write this book
from his volunteer experi-
ence working in a theater
program with individuals
who have special needs. -
Gabe donated all the pro- —=——=TREREEEEE
ceeds from the sales of the book to a local non-profit
benefiting families who have children with special
needs. The books are being used in classrooms as teach-
ing tools for special education teachers and many par-
ents are reading them to their kids. Gabe's book has re-
ally made a difference. Gabe continues to spread kind-
ness at school where he and three friends started a kind-
ness club. With the principal's support, they are doing
acts of kindness and empowering and inspiring other
teens to do good in their communities.

DATA MASTER: Steven Burdick

LANGLEY DRUG

1631 H. 3rd Langley, OK. 74350
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ACTS OF KINDNESS
CHANGED MY WORLD:
MY LIFE WITH AUTISM

Source: Random Acts of Kindness
Website: https://www.randomactsofkindness.org

It is amazing that every act we take will ultimately af-
fect other people around us, and this proves the signifi-
cant effects in changing other people’s behaviors
through imitation (copying a particular behavior we
observe). When we give to others, we are taking con-
sideration for other people’s desires and needs rather
than our own. There are actually many benefits in giv-
ing, and this has proven for physical, mental, and emo-
tional relief. As someone with Autism Spectrum Disor-
der (ASD), the world can seem to be a confusing and
cruel place. Having ASD shows the difficulty in
properly socializing with other people and making and
maintaining relationships. I have been judged and criti-
cized for something beyond my control, and being ex-
cluded from social interactions by many children was
painful enough to know that I was not wanted. Howev-
er, one act of kindness from someone without them
knowing about my disorder can go a long way and
make me better as a person. Throughout my life, [ have
learned a few concepts on how important giving really
1s. First, people who give more to others are genuinely
happier than those who do not. Giving is not just mate-
rialistic. It is the emotional support and motivation to
keep on being the person that I am, and being given
emotional support shows more lasting effects. Think-
ing about others has a longer effect in staying joyful
with your life, and nothing is as satisfying as giving to
people who need it most. When I saw those who did
nice things for me and started imitating them, it rein-
forced me to keep on doing nice things for others, even
if they may acknowledge that or not. Also, giving to
others makes you “feel-good [and] do-good,” and help-
ing everyone around us is truly satisfying. I see that
every person wants nice things to be done to them, and
this is especially true for me with the encouragement
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that I need to keep living my life with autism. Every
day, we all go through personal battles and struggles
that having the right motivation from people is virtual
for our personal growth.

Feeling good in doing good for others also shows that
you have concerns for them and puts you in a more
peaceful state. I currently volunteer in a local public
school assisting a special education teacher with stu-
dents with autism. Having to help someone learn more
about autism through my own experience is one of the
best things I have done to help those who are in need of
assistance, no matter how great or small. Volunteering
there truly has opened new discoveries and inspira-
tions.

As of now, I can never stop giving back to people,
even to those who don't do anything for me. The way
that I can see how people treat others really speaks
louder than any words they express, and this is some-
thing that [ am willing to hold onto. There is nothing
that people can do to take away the fact that still doing
good for others without it being reciprocated to us is
actually the strongest trait a person can have. We all
need to remember that the way we respond and ap-
proach those situations can do so much more than what
we ought to think. Responding with respect and posi-
tivity flourishes our character and strengthens our po-
tentials. Giving your life to help someone else is truly
the highest act of kindness anyone can show, and I am
speaking that through the experiences I have and the
choices I made. We do not have to necessarily give
much to lend a hand, but it just needs an open mind
and heart. Becoming empathetic helps us think deeper
about the world we live in and what people go through
in their daily basis. Giving will simply make a big dif-
ference in the world that is desperately in need of help.
*Inspired from the blog "The Benefits in Giving to
Others" in my website What A Beautiful Real Life.

DATA MASTER: Steven Burdick
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TWO BLIND PEOPLE
SAVE A CHILD'S LIFE

Source: Random Acts of Kindness
Website: https://www.randomactsofkindness.org

Robert F. Smith, totally blind, a few years ago started
on a quest to do acts of kindness. He didn't have a clue
where his footsteps would take him. One of his jour-
ney's was to walk from Long Beach, California to Las
Vegas. He accomplished the task, and while he was
walking he raised funds for a child who needed a ser-
vice dog. (Mission Accomplished) He also passed out
over 500 sock puppets to children who were very ill,
libraries, and schools. In addition, he passed out flags
and did free concerts for our Veterans.

After this quest of travelin 1,466,022 steps in one
month, Robert decided to reach out to other blind peo-
ple to engage them in acts of kindness. He met Jennefer
Bautista, who was also totally blind, and she lived in
the Philippines. Her dream was to help a local orphan-
age. Robert & Jennefer started to work on this immedi-
ately, however things changed as they found out about
a teen (14) who was abandoned at the age of two, suf-
fered severe ear infections, and it left her partially deaf.
In addition, Sophia had now been diagnosed with a
very severe heart condition, and unless it was fixed she
did not have much time to live.

Robert and Jennefer, started working together and Rob-
ert even started a Go Fund Me Page as well as he start-
ed raising funds on Facebook. Seven days later, they
had accomplished some amazing things. They got of
Dr. Judah Gozar, and he arranged for a $40,000.00 sur-
gery to be done for $2,500.00 . Robert & Jennefer went
to work on this and 9 days later a successful surgery
was accomplished.

This is only the beginning though, because Jennefer &

Robert are now planning on assisting other children
with Dr. Judah Gozar. They have also set up a puppet
team, which eventually will be training other children
in the orphanages, to do shows of thier own to help oth-
ers. Here is a video of Sophia's Success. https://
youtu.be/Fcd2f9EpLQ4

DATA MASTER: Doug WM Stone

‘| am glad a friend told me about...”

GRAND
PROSTHETACS

ARTIFIGIAL LIMBS &
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F Bart Sanders, Maintenance Supervisor
was voted Fmployee of the Month by
E the Resident Council. He has worked

i e for this facility for 7.8 years. He was
- born in Bartlesville OK on August 23,
1978. His beautiful wife of 14 years is
also employed here. They have no
children but have raised numerous
nieces and nephews.

Bart became a Black Belt in
Taekwondo and Jujitsu in his teens.
His hobbies are tractoring, fishing and
video games. When ask what he loved

about our facility he said “That’s easy
—The Residents.”

If you would like to join, "Bart
Sanders' as a Certified Nurse
Aide, please apply in person.
Now taking applications for
Certified Nurse Aides both days

and nights. Must pass a "Fhey may forget your name, but they will never
background check. New pay farget fow you made them feel.”
scale for CNA's. Maya Angelou

Claremore Nursing Home
920 E. 16th St.
Claremore, Ok. 74017
918-341-1717

s St e g e s o

918-341-1228

=

Fax 918-343-8236

O P
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{ « Perennials * Flower Bed

* « Water plants 700 E Will Rogers Blvd  Maintenance :
. » Annuals Claremore, Ok. 74017 + Lawn Maintenance
.« Gift Certificates f
: Stonebridgelawnandiandscapeok.com :
. Stonebridge@gardener.com Offering Education & Experience -
% 75% off Annuals 20% off Shrubs and Trees %
g __30% off Gift Shop 5
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Fortunately She Misdialed
the Right Number

Source: Facebook by: Kevin Nye
Date: July 24 at 7:00 AM

Then we have Virginia Saenz. Let's say one day you
get a wrong number phone call from a total stranger.
It's a woman who leaves a nonsense message on your
voice mail, addressing a person who doesn't live there,
with a message that goes something like this: "I can
send you money for groceries, but that won't leave me
enough to pay my mortgage this month, and the house
is already in foreclosure."

Saenz, a real estate agent whose only connection to
these people was that her phone number was a couple
of transposed digits away from theirs, could have just
deleted the message. Or, if she was motivated to be a
Good Samaritan, Saenz could have called the person
back to let her know she had gotten the wrong number,
so she'd know that the person she had intended to call
would never hear her message.

But instead, Saenz called the stranger back and said,
"I'll take care of the groceries, don't worry about it."
The lady, Lucy Crutchfield, had meant to leave a mes-
sage for her daughter. Saenz contacted the daughter and
bought her and her family enough groceries to get them
through the end of the month, allowing Crutchfield to
pay her mortgage.

This story without an author credit, was published at
cracked .com

DATA MASTER: Doug WM Stone

Chelsea
Tag Office

336 W. 6th * Chelsea, OK.

789-2332

Open Monday thru Friday
9am to 12pm lpm to Spm
and 9am to 12 pm Saturday
Marie White Agent

Kindness: What Is It and an
Example

Source: https:/inspirekindness.com
Author: Inspire Kindness Team

We can easily look up the definition of kindness, but
the meaning of kindness goes far beyond just that.

According to the dictionary ...

Kindness is defined as the quality of being friendly,
generous, and considerate.

But kindness means so much more ...

How the dictionary defines kindness and what it actual-
ly means are two different things. Kindness can mean
different things to different people. The meaning is in
how YOU choose to show it. Be it through empathy,
acceptance, kind gestures, thoughtfulness, the possibili-
ties are entirely up to you.

Kindness is more than being nice.

Kindness goes beyond merely being nice. Think about
it - would you prefer people to describe you to be

"kind" or "nice?" There can be a lack of sincerity in just
being nice; there is often a perception of doing the mini-
mum. Whereas, being kind is doing intentional, volun-
tary acts of kindness. Not only when it’s easy to be
kind, but when it’s hard to be.

Kindness is a movement.

Has someone ever done something kind to you and all
you wanted to do after was pay it forward? That’s be-
cause kindness is a chain reaction. It’s a wave that
keeps rolling, and all it needs is one person to start it.
One small kind act can cause a ripple effect that impacts
an entire community. If we are all focused on being
kind, we are creating a movement of change. You know
that famous "be the change you wish the see in the
world" quote? That quote isn't just about change, and it
isn't only about one person being able to change their
world. It's bigger; it about a movement that can be start-
ed from one person acting with intention.

Kind is love; love is kind.

Think about what love entails and what it means to love
someone. Got it? Well, that’s kindness. It’s being self-
less, caring, compassionate, and unconditionally kind.
Like love, it takes practice to understand and feel it. We
share love with others through kind acts such as a smile,
a nice word, an unexpected deed, or a planned surprise.
When we offer these acts to others, we make people
feel good; we pass along hope; we promote peace; we



show the power of kindness. Western Wear * Boots * Tack * Laundry Drop

. . 20x
Kindness is grace. .Bangﬁeq Cruel Girl

. Lawman
We are humans, and therefore, we make mistakes. We ‘ll)e/.) texn S tore Roper
can be kind in our response to ourselves and others .
. . - American West
when those mistakes occur. This means thinking be-

fore speaking, forgiving before seeking revenge, and Ariat|Justin|Tony Lama|Lucchese|Minnetonka

thinking about long-term relationships instead of short- HWY 8Z|Langlev. Oklahomna

term pride. If we could all remember that none of us 918-782-2726 P.O. Box 730

are perfect, we would be a lot kinder to each other. Of- Open 9:30 - 6:00 pm * Closed Sunday 1116 N 3rd. street
fer grace, be kind. langley_western_store@yahoo.com  Langley, OK 74350

CARING FOR OTHERS L&I’PY'S Barber ShOp
IN NEED — Example of 311 N. Main Miami, OK 74354

Kindness (Selflessness) in
Action Hours

Source: Random Acts of Kindness
I have always seen my grandmother give to people that Tues - Fri 8am - 5pm
didn't have as much. She would open her home up to a Sat 8am - 12pm
complete stranger. Anything she could do to help a
person she would. It didn't matter to her when her kids
would tell her that she couldn't help everybody; she

still tried, anyway. Even if she didn't have much her-
self, she would still find a way to help someone else. I SUNKI SED

have always told her that when I get older I wanted to
. Floral &

be just like her. I always wanted to reach out and help
the elderly. After helping my parents take care of her

when she got ill, I knew that's what I wanted to do. I \f g
found a job doing Home Health Care and I started tak- //TJ AG reen hou Se
ing care of the elderly. I even gave up my home and Anita Smith

moved in with a mother and daughter because they www.sunkissedfloral.com
needed someone with them at all times and could not

do for themselves. I just adore taking care of older peo- 918-542-1381 . 18.0 0 ANW
ple. : 800-352-8274 Miami, OK 74354

DATA MASTER: Karen Deffenbaugh
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THE BENEFITS OF CRE-
ATING A CULTURE OF
KINDNESS IN THE
WORKPLACE

Source: Random Acts of Kindness
Website: https://www.randomactsofkindness.org

ACULTURE OF KINDNESS
INTHE WORKPLA

THE BENEFITS OF CREATING
|

Modern workplaces can be hot-houses of negativity,
competitiveness, and stress. These kinds of environ-
ments can make employees feel as if they’re entering
an assault zone on the daily.

This is clearly no way to live and work, but in many
industries, it's the norm. That's why professional lead-
ers need to make a concerted effort to foster a culture
of kindness in the workplace.

For many business owners, success is a numbers game.

The importance of workplace kindness can, therefore,
seem irrelevant. What you might not realise, though, is
that a culture of kindness has tangible benefits which
will lead to happier staff and a better bottom line. If
you're keen to learn more about the advantages of
founding a workplace culture on the principle of kind-
ness, then just keep on reading.

1. A positive and healthy workforce

After we leave school and university, our employer
becomes, for all intents and purposes, our pastoral car-
er. That means that the physical and mental health of
employees should be a prerogative for any company
board. After all, the recipe is simple: well-rested, hap-
py, healthy employees do better work. So what does
this care look like in practice? Reasonable working
hours, exercise options, and meditation classes are a
good place to start. Looking after the whole person,
body and mind, means that employees are much less
likely to take chunks out of their sick leave.

There are also subtler ways that team leaders can look
after their employees' wellbeing. In particular, social
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interaction is a proven stress-reducer in the workplace.
This means that time spent bonding with colleagues
can be seriously beneficial for the whole team. As a
leader, it's important not to put too many restrictions on
the content and duration of your workers' conversa-
tions. For many people, coming to work on a Monday
and having a good old chin-wag is as good a spur to
productivity as a cup of coffee. It's much better for
their health, too!

2. Illustrate the "ripple effect" of one ges-
ture or act of kindness

As Aesop once said, “No act of kindness, however
small, is ever wasted.” Building a workplace of kind-
ness doesn't have to entail a systemic, resource-
intensive overhaul. Simple gestures repeated often can
be just as transformative. Giving a compliment, invit-
ing your colleague for lunch, or offering congratula-
tions are all little acts of kindness which cumulatively
build a strong culture of compassion. Then there are
the really exciting professional and personal events:
getting married, being promoted, and having a baby.
Surprising your employee or colleague with a thought-
ful gift such as a gift basket will remind them why they
love working where they do.

ol |

3. Higher employee engagement

What do you find in workplaces devoid of kindness?
Disengaged workers, that's what. We all have friends
whose days consist of enduring nine hours before a
computer screen before clocking out and fitting in a
few hours of real life. But our lives are too short — and
we work too much — to view the daily grind as a prison
-sentence in this way.

Engaged workers are workers who believe in what they
do. They are people who are happy to turn up on Mon-
day, ready to tackle that exciting new project or to of-
fer new ideas to the boss. These workers are achievers
who receive tangible praise from their employer when
they're doing well and who are treated as unique indi-
viduals rather than as cogs in a machine. Ultimately,
they're colleagues whose own levels of enthusiasm will
dictate the success of the company at large.

DATA MASTER: Karen Deffenbaugh



DRIVING DOWNTOWN
ON A FRIDAY EVENING

Source: Random Act of Kindness Organization
Website: https://www.randomactsofkindness.org

I'm a delivery driver, I went into town to pick up an or-
der, the street pavement was uneven due to the city re-
pairing ( warning sign was placed, Be careful driving
dangerous) I followed traffic down that street, it was a
rough drive! I could hear my tire going flat, I made it
around the corner. People, of course, were staring, |
was embarrassed and pissed. A gentleman was walking
past, he informed me what I already knew! Flat tire! |
told him" I know! Thank you! I expected him to contin-
ue on his way. Instead, he walked over to my car, asked
me " Do you know how to change a flat tire? I replied,
No! Did I ask him? Do you? He smiled and said, Yes!
He told my young daughter to help him unload trunk to
get to the spare tire, I didn't realize I had a jack, etc un-
der spare tire! He knew that! He told me to pull over to
a safe place, so he could change tire. I pulled into a
parking lot, the young attendant assisted him changing
my tire, he even told my young daughter to help, so if
she ever ended up in a similar situation, she would
know what to do. What I learned, is that Angels walk
among us everyday.

DATA MASTER: Eric Peachey

Kindness is a practice

Source: Random Act of Kindness Organization
Website: https://www.randomactsofkindness.org

About 6 years ago, [ was on a plane next to a woman
who was relentlessly energetic and fidgety. I was tired
and wanted to take a nap. But before I could go into
“ignore mode,” she tapped me on the shoulder to intro-
duce herself.

“Hi, my name is Helga!”

We got to talking and eventually it came up that I had
started an organization in high school called R.A.K.E.
(Random Acts of Kindness, Etc.). As I described what
we did, Helga got very serious and told me that she
thought “there was nothing more important in the world
than Kindness.” [ was curious why she was so passion-
ate and, as the plane took off, she dove into a story
about the last time she had flown; it was 3 years past
and she was en route to Arizona because she had gotten
sudden news her Dad’s health was on the decline. Just
as the plane was about to depart to Phoenix, her father’s
physician called to inform her that her dad had rather
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suddenly passed away. For the 3 hour plane ride, she
sat in stunned silence around strangers.

When she arrived to the airport in Arizona, she walked
to the nearest wall, sat down, and cried.

And here is the part I’ll never forget about Helga’s sto-
ry. For 2 hours she sat and wept while thousands
walked to and fro in the airport. Helga looked at me
and said, “Houston, not a single person stopped and
asked if [ was okay that day. Not one person. It was
that day that I realized how much we need each other.
It was that day I realized that Kindness Isn’t Normal.”

Kindness Isn’t Normal. That has stuck with me all
these years - especially now that I work in schools na-
tionwide speaking about compassion, kindness, empa-
thy, and love. I’'m reminded all the time that, for many
of us (especially young people - but certainly not ex-
clusively), Kindness is NOT usually our default set-
ting. We spend so much time worrying about our prob-
lems, our lives, our comfort, our insecurities, getting to
our flight - that we walk by or ignore people in need of
Kindness every day. I’m oftentimes so worried about
ME that I’m really bad at taking care of YOU.

So, ’ve made it my mission to do my part in making
Kindness Normal. To share stories with students,
teachers, and parents about our need for character and
compassion. To provide young people with practical
ways to exercise Kindness (they don’t always know
what it looks like!). And, for me? I’'m always be on the
lookout for Helga’s—for the little opportunities that
surround me every day to practice making Kindness
my default setting.

DATA MASTER: Eric Peachey
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13 Year Old Paying for
School Clothes

Source: Facebook — Kindness of strangers Stories
Group
Date: 07/11/2019

Someone called in a complaint on 13 year old Jaequan
Faulkner who opened a hot dog stand to pay for his
school clothes.

Rather than shutting him down, the city of Minneap-
olis helped him get a permit and got him more busi-
ness.

DATA MASTER: Eric Peachey

Why a 12-year-old boy is on
a mission to solve his town's
pothole problem

Source: Facebook CBS News

Muskegon Heights, Michigan — For middle-school
parents like Trinell Scott, algebra homework is often
the easy part. The tougher part of parenting is figuring
out what your kid is off doing when the homework's
done.

Monte says he didn't tell his mom what he was doing.
"He saw a need and he felt like he could meet that
need, so that's why he did what he did," Trinell said.

It all started one day when Trinell was driving around
her hometown in Muskegon Heights, Michigan. The
road was a moonscape of potholes, and one crater was
so deep it took out her tire and axel.

Monte was mad.

"I didn't want to see nobody else messing up their car,
like my mom did," he said.
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Monte Scott fill-
ing in a pothole.
FACEBOOK

Soon after, a video popped up on Trinell's Facebook
feed. Someone had recorded her 12-year-old son filling
potholes. Trinell was shocked — but not surprised.

"He's just a kid that likes to help people," she said. "If
it's the fall, he's raking leaves. Summer, spring, he's
cutting grass. Winter, he's blowing snow."

Monte doesn't get paid for his good deeds.

"I tell myself: I have a responsibility of doing some-
thing to help the community out," he said.

It's something he said he's learned from his mom.

For parenting at that high level, Mayor Kimberley Sims
honored Trinell at a recent council meeting. She also
cited Monte for his roadwork.

Monte Scott was honored &
for helping with his com-
munity's pothole problem
CBS NEWS

"We commend him for

his heart and just being able to assist us with that, but
that shouldn't have been something that he was con-
cerned with," Sims said.

The mayor admits her town has a pothole problem.

"Shame on us as elected officials if we don't take this
opportunity to do something about that," she said.

In the meantime, Monte isn't waiting on bureaucracy.
He's still out there filling holes in his neighborhood
with dirt from his backyard.

A great son, and a future pond — what more can a
mother ask for?

DATA MASTER: Eric Peachey



Kindness in Business

S Simple Ways to show kindness in

business
Source: Suspended Coffees
WebSite: https://suspendedcoffees.com

Kindness makes life worth living. Kind acts can bring
relief to someone’s suffering and even save lives. On a
personal level, we can each try to increase our acts of
kindness to make the world a better place. For business-
es, ways to show kindness might not be so obvious — so
here are some ideas for you:

1. Suspended coffees

In Naples, Italy, the idea started where, in working-
class cafes, people who had enjoyed a stroke of luck
would pay for two coffees but only receive one. The
other would remain available for anyone who needed it.

When John Sweeney found out about this tradition, he
loved the idea and saw the huge potential it had for so-
cial connection. So, in 2013, Sweeney launched a Face-
book page for Suspended Coffees. The response was
amazing, and many cafes and people around the world
have now united to offer this simple act of kindness. If
you own a café business, research how to join this won-
derful initiative that offers people much more than just
a cup of coffee — a chance for positive conversation and
to know that someone cares about you. If you are in
another kind of business, find out where there is a
member café close to your business and encourage your
employees and clients to support the scheme.

2. Be environmentally friendly

Your business can show kindness to the planet and to
the rest of humanity by being environmentally friendly.
This can mean investing in new energy-saving technol-
ogies, such as infrared sensor activated taps in your
company’s bathrooms which greatly reduce water
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waste — or something as simple as encouraging your
staff to turn off lighting and equipment which is not in
use. Reducing your company’s use of plastics and other
pollutants and lowering energy consumption are ways
in which your business can show kindness.

3. Reduce waste

If you are in the food business, don’t let unused food go
to the landfill. Donate unsold food items before their
expiration date or work together with local soup kitch-
ens or NGO'’s to make use of excess food products.
This may take some careful thought and organising, but
the people fed with food which otherwise would have
been lost will appreciate your business for this act of
kindness.

Businesses also often produce other kinds of waste,
such as paper and plastic that is thrown away. Monitor
what waste is leaving your business and choose to be
kind to the planet by initiating company-wide recycling
programs.

4. Get involved in your community

Your business reputation will be enhanced by acts of
kindness to the community, such as sponsoring local
projects or organising money-raising events for chari-
ties. Enhance the beauty of your business by supporting
local artists. House exhibitions from local art talent,
allow musicians and street entertainers to perform in
front of your business or sponsor local sports teams.
Buy local produce and work with other businesses in
the community to make your neighbourhood a kinder,
more caring and inclusive place.

5. Give a personal touch

Encourage your staff to get to know your customers by
name and to anticipate their needs. Build a solid team
who work well together by giving out praise generously
and paying fairly. If your employees feel appreciated
and contented, they will treat your customers with a
kinder attitude and will go further to satisfy their needs.

Photo Credit: Brooke Cagle via Unsplash under follow-
ing license:

“All photos published on Unsplash can be used for free.
You can use them for commercial and noncommercial
purposes. You do not need to ask permission from or
provide credit to the photographer or Unsplash, alt-
hough it is appreciated when possible.

More precisely, Unsplash grants you an irrevocable,
nonexclusive, worldwide copyright license to down-
load, copy, modify, distribute, perform, and use photos
from Unsplash for free, including for commercial pur-
poses, without permission from or attributing the pho-



tographer or Unsplash. This license does not include the
right to compile photos from Unsplash to replicate a
similar or competing service.”

Harper Reid is a freelance writer from Auckland, New
Zealand who tries her best to lead a positive, grateful
life. When eating out, she supports local businesses that
care for the community and environment. You can
check out more of Harper’s work on Tumblr at:
https://miss-harper-reid.tumblr.com/ .

DATA MASTER: Nikki Hamilton

The Generous One

Source: Facebook by: Kevin Nye
Date: January 21, 2015

"Some people!" snorted a man standing behind me in
the long line at the grocery store.

"Y ou would think the manager would pay attention and
open another line," said a woman.

I looked to the front of the line to see what the hold up
was. [ saw a well dressed, young woman, trying to get
the machine to accept her credit card. No matter how
many times she swiped it, the machine kept rejecting it.

"It's one of them welfare card things. Damn people need
to get a job like everyone else," said the man standing
behind me.

The young woman turned around to see who had made
the comment.

"It was me," he said, pointing to himself.

The young lady's face began to change expression. Al-
most in tears, she dropped the welfare card onto the
counter and quickly walked out of the store. Everyone
in the checkout line watched as she began running to
her car. Never looking back, she got in and drove away.

After developing cancer in 1977 and having had to use

food stamps; I had learned never to judge anyone with-
out knowing the circumstances of their life. This turned
out to be the case today.

Several minutes later a young man walked into the
store. He went up to the cashier and asked if she had
seen the woman. After describing her, the cashier told
him that she had run out of the store, got into her car,
and drove away.

"Why would she do that?" asked the man.
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Everyone in the line looked around at the fellow who
had made the statement.

"I made a stupid comment about the welfare card she
was using. Something I shouldn't have said. I'm sorry,"
said the man.

"Well, that's bad—real bad, in fact. Her brother was
killed in Afghanistan two years ago. He had three young
children and she has taken on that responsibility. She is
twenty years old, single, and now has three children to
support," he said in a very firm voice.

"I'm really truly sorry. I didn't know," he replied, shak-
ing both his hands about.

"Are these paid for?" he then asked. He pointed to the
shopping cart full of groceries.

"It wouldn't take her card," the clerk told him.

"Do you know where she lives?" asked the man who
had made the comment.

"Yes, she goes to our church."

"Excuse me," he said as he made his way to the front of
the line. He pulled out his wallet, took out his credit
card and told the cashier, "Please use my card.
PLEASE!"

The clerk took his credit card and began to ring up the
young woman's groceries.

"Hold on," said the gentleman. He walked back to his
shopping cart and began loading his own groceries onto
the belt to be included.

"Come on people. We got three kids to help raise!" he
told everyone in line.

Everyone began to place their groceries onto the fast
moving belt. A few customers began bagging the food
and placing it into separate carts.

"Go back and get two big turkeys," yelled a heavyset
woman, as she looked at the man.

"NO," yelled the man.

Everyone stopped dead in their tracks. The entire store
became quiet for several seconds.

"Four turkeys," yelled the man.

Everyone began laughing and went back to work.



When all was said and done, the man paid a total of
$1,646.57 for the groceries.

He walked over to the side, pulled out his check book,
and began writing a check—using the bags of dog food
piled near the front of the store for a writing surface. He
turned around and handed the check to the young man.

"She will need a freezer and a few other things as well,"
he told the man.

The young man looked at the check and said, "This is
really very generous of you."

"No," said the man. "Her brother was the generous
one."

Everyone in the store began to clap.
I drove home that day feeling very American.

This story by Roger Dean Kiser, was published at truth-
book .com

DATA MASTER: Heather Conn

International Day of the
World's Indigenous Peoples

There are an estimated 370 million indigenous people
in the world, living across 90 countries. They make up
less than 5 per cent of the world's population, but ac-
count for 15 per cent of the poorest. They speak an
overwhelming majority of the world’s estimated 7,000
languages and represent 5,000 different cultures.

L TN |«

Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of
unique cultures and ways of relating to people and the
environment. They have retained social, cultural, eco-
nomic and political characteristics that are distinct from
those of the dominant societies in which they live. De-
spite their cultural differences, indigenous peoples from
around the world share common problems related to the
protection of their rights as distinct peoples.

16

Indigenous peoples have sought recognition of their
identities, their way of life and their right to traditional
lands, territories and natural resources for years, yet
throughout history their rights have always been violat-
ed. Indigenous peoples today, are arguably among the
most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups of people in
the world. The international community now recogniz-
es that special measures are required to protect their
rights and maintain their distinct cultures and way of
life.

In order to raise awareness of the needs of these popu-
lation groups, every 9 August commemorates the Inter-
national Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, cho-
sen in recognition of the first meeting of the UN Work-
ing Group on Indigenous Populations held in Geneva
in 1982.

2019 Theme: Indigenous Languages

This year’s observance is dedicated to Indigenous Peo-
ples’ Languages (for information about Indigenous
Peoples’ Languages visit https://www.un.org/
development/desa/dspd/2019/01/2019-international-
year-of-indigenous-languages/) in view of 2019 being
marked as the International Year of Indigenous Lan-
guages (For information about the International Year
of Indigenous Languages visit https://

en.iyil2019.org/ ).

The large majority of the languages in danger are spo-
ken by indigenous peoples. It is estimated that, every 2
weeks, an indigenous language disappears, placing at
risk the respective indigenous cultures and knowledge
systems. That is why, on this International Day, the
goal is to draw attention to the critical loss of indige-
nous languages and the urgent need to preserve, revi-
talize and promote them at both national and interna-
tional levels.

The UN Headquarters observance celebration will take
place on August 9th from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and
will be webcast live.

International Year of Indigenous Languages
Languages play a crucially important role in the daily
lives of all peoples, are pivotal in the areas of human
rights protection, peace building and sustainable devel-
opment, through ensuring cultural diversity and inter-
cultural dialogue. However, despite their immense val-
ue, languages around the world continue to disappear
at an alarming rate due to a variety of factors. Many of
them are indigenous languages.

Indigenous languages in particular are a significant
factor in a wide range of other indigenous issues, nota-



bly education, scientific and technological develop-
ment, biosphere and the environment, freedom of ex-
pression, employment and social inclusion.

In response to these threats, the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) adopted a Resolution (A/
RES/71/178, you can read the resolution at https://
undocs.org/en/A/RES/71/178 )on ‘Rights of Indigenous
Peoples’, proclaiming 2019 as the International Year of
Indigenous Languages.

Why Do We Mark International Days?
International days are occasions to educate the public
on issues of concern, to mobilize political will and re-
sources to address global problems, and to celebrate
and reinforce achievements of humanity. The existence
of international days predates the establishment of the
United Nations, but the UN has embraced them as a
powerful advocacy tool. For more information you can
visit this website:
https://www.un.org/en/sections/observances/why-do-
we-mark-international-days/

DATA MASTER: Breanna McDowell

I Did It

Source: https://www.sunnyskyz.com/feel-good-
stories
Original Written by A Friend, July 19th, 2019

Seven years ago, when I was 24, my wife was killed in
a horrible car accident, leaving me in complete shock
and grief as a single father to our 2 kids at that time
they were 1 and 3 years old. I didn’t have any post high
school education and was working as a construction
worker.

Before my wife passed away, we both worked full time
and were able to rent a small but nice house. But as a
single working parent, I could hardly make ends meet
and had to move in to a tiny apartment. This Christmas,
when I didn’t have enough money left over to get my
kids the gifts they deserved, I really knew I had to do
something.

I started taking college classes at night while working 2
jobs, and 5 long years, I graduated with a BS in Me-
chanical Engineering and got a job making 6 figures. |
bought a nice house with a huge yard for my kids to
play in, built them a treehouse, and have enough time
off to spend plenty of time with them.

Last week, I took them on a camping trip in the moun-
tains. It’s not until now that I really let myself believe
that I actually did it.

DATA MASTER: Nikki Hamilton
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Welcomejto,Mayes County!

COUNTY PROPANE

4665 West Hwy 20 « Pryor, OK 74361

For propane services you can trust and rely on, contact
Mayes County Propane today! We look forward to the
opportunity to serve all of your propane needs.

Phone 918-825-2433 WWW.propanemcp.com
Toll Free 1-800-722-2669 propanemc@yahoo.com




Up-coming Events SUDOKU PUZZLES

Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row, eve-
TOPS #570 We meet 9am to 11am Monday morning at ry column and every 3X3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Miami 2337 N. Main St. without repeating any.

“Taking off pounds sensibly!
82| 1 6

TOPS #567 meet every Thursday at 10am 433 N Mis-

sissippi in Nowata.

7 9 4|8
TOPS #506 in Miami Heavenly Winds Worship Center

meet every 6pm Monday evening. For more info call 3 4 8 5
Susan Walls at 918-540-0570

Every 4th Saturday of the month Veteran’s Support 2 4

Group: Veterans for Veterans. Have you served in the
military? Are you struggling with readjustment? Anx- 5 3
ious about the future? Struggling to connect with

friends and family? Struggling with school? WE CAN

HELP! Free veterans support group at 10am every 4th 7 8
Saturday of the month. The Landing 502 West Corner
Fairland, Ok. For more information call Larry Boyd 7 3 4

(918) 541-7592 or Cindy (918) 676-3228.

Food Truck Wednesdays —Every Wednesday, grab 5 6 2
some tasty eats and gather on the grounds of Guthrie

Green. During Food Truck Wednesdays, lunchtime
transforms into a community-wide affair, with roaming 2 1 7

food trucks posting up at this Tulsa park. While you
dine on delicious food, be sure to enjoy the live music

and fresh air. Guthrie Green 111 E Brady St Tulsa, OK Hardship level: Moderate

74103 Phone: 918-574-2421

6 2 1
Chelsea Dance and Jam Session—Every Friday Night

6:00 pm—9:00 pm—Bring a dish for potluck at 6:30 1 7 9 8
pm. Musicians are welcome. Civic Center 618 Pine

street Chelsea, OK 74016

Big Cabin Senior Exercise Program—Fitness program

for seniors held at the Big Cabin Baptist Church gym 2 9
three times a week, Monday, Wednesday and Friday,

from 10 to 11 a.m.

4 |7 5| 2 6
American Legion Post 178 in Grove, OK — Bingo eve-
ry Saturday evening at 6pm. Family atmosphere. Con- 5 8|3 2
tact Lee Cathy for any questions at: 901-487-9060
Sept 13, 2019 Annual 911 Body of Christ Revival - 5 2 7
Eighteenth annual 911 Body of Christ Revival.
This year’s theme is “Gird Up.” Ten preachers, five 6

nights, and five free meals with lots of good special
singing and praise! Make plans now to attend every 5
night as each service will be different. All this takes

place at the Twin Bridges and Love In action building
located in Childers, Ok. on Centralia road. Directions
are from Nowata Junction 169 and 28, go 5 miles east
on 28 to the Childers store, then take the Centralia 18
road, going 3 2 miles. From junction 60 and 28 west,

DATA MASTER: Nikki Hamilton
Solutions are printed in page 36



go approximately 6 miles west on 28 to the store and
then take the Centralia road. The Love In Action/Twin
Bridges building is on the left. Supper begins at 6:00
p.m. at the ranch 12 mile before coming to the service
building. The revival services will begin promptly at
7:00 p.m. For more information call Love In Action at
918-440-5683 or 918-440-7339

Aug 09, 2019 to Sep 01, 2019 Theatre Tulsa presents: -
Mama Mia!Theatre Tulsa opens its 97th season with the
sunny, funny and heartwarming musical based on the
Swedish pop band ABBA’s famous 1970s songs, like
"Dancing Queen," "Take a Chance on Me" and "SOS."
"Mama Mia" follows a young woman the eve of her
wedding, in search for her birth father on a Greek island
paradise. Don't miss this globally popular musical at
Tulsa Performing Arts Center.Tulsa Performing Arts
Center 110 E 2nd St Tulsa, OK 74103 Phone: 918-596-
7111

Aug 10, 2019 - Sep 21, 2019 Cherokee Homecoming
Art Show - Visit the Cherokee Heritage Center in
Tahlequah for the Cherokee Homecoming Art Show.
View authentic Cherokee artwork by artists from all
across the nation. Open to citizens of the Cherokee Na-
tion, United Keetoowah Band of Cherokees and Eastern
Band of the Cherokees, this show will display many ex-
amples of traditional and contemporary art. The judged
artwork categories in the past have included pottery,
basketry and painting. The Cherokee Homecoming Art
Show is a great venue for Cherokee artists to present
their artwork to the public.Cherokee Heritage Center
21192 S Keeler Dr Tahlequah, OK 74465 Phone: 918-
456-6007

Aug 17,2019 - Aug 24, 2019 Ottawa County Free Fair -
Join thousands of festival-goers at the 100th annual Ot-
tawa County Free Fair in Miami. This free county fair
will feature nightly livestock shows, commercial exhib-
its, food vendors and a wide variety of grandstand
events in the main arena. Bring the kids for the nightly
carnival and enjoy rides that twist, turn and spin. Take a
break from the excitement of the carnival and head in-
side to browse through numerous vendor booths in the
Ottawa County Miami Fairgrounds. Plenty of arts and
crafts will be displayed and available for purchase.
Come to Miami's Ottawa County Free Fair to take a spin
on the popular Ferris wheel, or hit the food booths for
corn dogs, turkey legs and more. The fair's midway will
be filled with food vendors, so stop by and feast on deli-
cious fair food. Don't miss the fair's annual rodeo and
horse show. 1129 E St SW Miami, OK 74354 Phone:
918-542-1688

Fax: 918-542-8463

Aug 20, 2019 - Sep 08, 2019 Celebrity Attractions pre-
sents - HamiltonVisit the Tulsa Performing Arts Center

to watch Celebrity Attractions actors perform the story
of Alexander Hamilton. Known as one of America’s
founding fathers, Hamilton was George Washington’s
right-hand man during the Revolutionary War. This
show, held within in Tulsa, has a score you won’t want
to miss.Tulsa Performing Arts Center 110 E 2nd St Tul-
sa, OK 74103 Phone: 918-596-7111 Fax: 918-596-7144

Aug 20, 2019 - Aug 22, 2019 Tulsa Drillers vs Amarillo
Sod Poodles - Come experience the thrill of the game as
the Tulsa Drillers go head to head with the Amarillo Sod
Poodles. The Drillers baseball games are held at the
ONEOK Field, a state-of-the-art complex located in
downtown Tulsa. Bring out the whole family, snap a pic-
ture Hornsby the bull and cheer on the home
team.ONEOK Field 201 N Elgin Ave Tulsa, OK 74120
Phone: 918-744-590,1 918-744-5998 Fax: 918-747-3267

Aug 22,2019 Chris Isaak in Concert - Nashville artist
Chris Isaak is stopping at Paradise Cove in Tulsa as part
of his national tour. This rock musician, best known for
"Wicked Game," will perform a variety of his hits live
for the crowd. In the course of Isaak's career, he has re-
leased nine extraordinary albums, twelve singles, been
nominated for two Grammy awards, acted in several mo-
tion pictures and starred in his own critically-acclaimed
TV series. Rock out as Isaak introduces fresh tunes to
fans old and new at River Spirit Casino Resort in Tul-
sa.Paradise Cove at River Spirit Casino Resort 8330 S
Riverside Pkwy Tulsa, OK 74137 Phone: 918-995-8235

Aug 22, 2019 Brian Setzer in Concert - Iconic guitarist,
songwriter, vocalist and three-time Grammy Award-
winner Brian Setzer arrives in Tulsa for a one-night
show at The Joint, Hard Rock Hotel & Casino's music
venue. Setzer is known for his 1950s-style rock group
Stray Cats, who rose to fame in the early 1980s. Sit back
as Setzer croons, wails and puts his big band through the
boogie woogie paces of his "Rockabilly Riot" national
tour.Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tulsa 777 W Cherokee
St Catoosa, OK 74015 Phone: 918-266-4352 800-760-
6700

Do You have an event that you would like to share ?
Community Links of Chelsea
1100 Walnut/PO Box 85
Chelsea, OK. 74016
Ph: 918-789-2862
Fax: 918-789-5296

DATA MASTERS: Steven Burdick and
Eric Peachey
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These books need some
titles! Write in your four
favorite book titles.
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== Getting to know the

First And Last Words

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing
of your faith produces steadfastness. James 1:2-3

“No pain, no gain,” they say. But when we're the ones in pain, the gain can seem too little, too late. Even
James’ words (above) sound like a cruel joke when trials break us and our hope hangs by a thread. “Where,”
we ask, “is our steadfastness, our unwavering faith?”

It is, of course, where it's always been. Our faith is in God's hands, and He is in our hearts. During trials, it is
often hardest to see the benefits God is working for us. But that doesn't mean the benefits are not there. It
doesn't mean God is not there. And it doesn't mean that our faith is not growing, even when we feel so very
small.

When we are suffering, God gives a simple solution: pray. We pray for healing, for forgiveness, and for an end
to suffering. We pray for the resurrection that will be ours on the Last Day. Sometimes, God’s answers are
slow and not to our liking, but they are always for our good. Most of all, we can cling to the knowledge that
God has known pain — the pain of the cross — and that pain was most certainly for our eternal gain.

Jesus, let us never forsake the gain You won for us. Amen.

DATA MASTER: Breanna McDowell

Messiah Lutheran Church
460 N. Wilson, Vinita, OK.
Sunday School and Bible Class 9:00 a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.  918-256-3223
Email: messiahvinita@aol.com

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
6911 West 380 Road, Adair, OK 74330
Worship 9:00 a.m. 918-785-2994
Sunday School and Bible Class 10:15 a.m.

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2337 North Main, Miami, OK 74354
Worship 2:00 p.m. (918) 542-4681
Sunday School and Bible Class 3:00 p.m.
Email: mtolive@cableone.net

Guests are always welcome.
See you Sunday at worship.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Washington and Pine, Fairland, OK.
Sunday School and Bible Class 9:15 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m. 918-676-3059
Email: stpaulluthch@aol.com

Immanuel Lutheran Church
706 Rockwood Drive, Grove, OK.
Worship 9:30 a.m. 918-786-4585
Website: www.lutheransonline.com/lo/Groveok

Redeemer Lutheran Church
220 N. Seminole, Claremore, OK.
Sunday School and Bible Class 9:00 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.  918-341-1429
Email: Huther@sbcglobal.net— Website www.rlccok.org

St. John Lutheran Church
607 SE 9" Street, Pryor, OK.
Sunday School and Bible Class 9:15 a.m.
Worship 10:30 am. 918-825-1926
Email: stjohnpryor@shcglobal.net - Website: www:
stjohnpryor.org




Crossword Puzzle
Crossword #E86AHG99 Down

4 5 & El 10 11 12 13 1. Additicns
2. Cook, as eggs
14 15 _Kid Rock's " Deep"
T - Prepare fish, in a way
"The __ Club” (Bakker org.)
20 . Get ready o sprimg

. "Desperate Housswives" role

. Savanna exploration

oom o= @ tn b L

 View from another angle

10. Tanning parlor letters

11. Sixiy secs.

12. Business appt.
13. Besfeater (abbr.}

18. Memorable time
22 Big boss
24, "Dion't wormy, Il

26. Thin wedge of wood

27. Western bar
28. Viclet lead-in

29, Someans (mot mime)
30, Affix anew
B 31. Mao's org.
32. Mortise parimer
70O 33, Complain childishhy
34, Intoxicating
38. Eighth Heb lett
Across 47 Treaty gp. since 1048 ' shrEwisnEr
. . 40. Dean's list fig.
1. Put an (use eBay) 48 Attawandarcn group ] )
5. Banmned pollutants, for short 2. Mask opening 41. Housing with a mgr.
- s 44 State police officer
9. Boozer 53. Salt, in Sevigny
4. Milit It
14. Nary a one A4 Some tango steps . A: sy ES?E:b )
15. Pearl Harbor cods word 57. Ones with high Qs Qo mene R
18. Modern party anmouncement 51. Ape's cousin B0. Tributary of H-'|E' Delaware
17. It may be suspended 55 Stateside 51. 1803 AL batting champ
55 Hawvi ibli
18. Latin ballroom damce &7. French man e Iba'.-'lng ne sibings
20. Cutier's cousim G8. Bummed out S —— ) )
21. "Lifestyles...” host Robin 80 Island strings B8.____ Taylor (model)
23. Fat cat, in British slang TO." as the eye can sea" 59, Frozen desserts
G0, "Al f You" (Phant fth
25. Subsequent printing T1. Park of London —— @ red iFhantem et the
_ . Orpera mumber)
30. Event site, perhaps T2, Computer floppy

81. Part of a dance?

2. Yuletide laughs

53. Slobal debt org.

f4. Fighting style (abbr.}
G8. Marseilles Mrs.

33. Vince McMahon's org.

35. Doughnut middle

38. Glasgow gark

37. Kite position

358, Jumpy Milne character

42 orless

43. Marina's place Solution is printed in page 37

43 Antanyms. Bnefly DATA MASTERS: Eric Peachey and Steven Burdick



Word Search Puzzle
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24 . .
DATA MASTERS: Steve Burdick, Eric Peachey and Heather Conn Solution is on page 35



CryptoQuote Puzzles

Title: Learn From Your Failures Quote From: Steve Harvey
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Title: Love and Hope = Quote From: Jerry Lewis
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Creators: Steven Burdick and Eric Peachey Solution is on page 34
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Logic Puzzle

Candles Butterflies
b &
1]
E | @ = .'g 2| @
|22 8|2]|g|k| =2
|83 5|52 |72
. ol|lF|&8 &5 2|l
.E February &
Feb 11
§ ebruary
= June 28
E June 29
Hesperiidae .
2 Lycaenidas Logic Puzzles
t Presented by Puzzle Baron
5 Papilionidae
Sieridae Puzzle ID: V154CB
For hints, solutions and more puzzles, go to
apple spice www _Printable-Puzzles.com!
2 bayberry Anniversaries Firzst Names Candles Butterflies
e February 5
o gardenia
February 11
wvanilla June 28
Junes 29

1. The person who lit the bayberry candle is not Julian.
2. Of Oliver and Fatima, one has an anniversary on June 28 and the other collects Lycasnidas.
3. The person whose anniversary is on June 28 lit the apple spice candle.

4. Either the person whose anniversary is on June 28 or the person whose anniversary is on June 29 collects
Hespernidae.

3. The lepidopterist who collects Papilionidae lit the bayberry candle.

6. The lepidopterist who collects Hezsperiidae has an anniversary after Justin.
7. The person who lit the vanilla candle iz not Fatima.

8. Justin has an anniversary before Julian.

9. The 4 people were Oliver, the person who lit the bayberry candle, the person whose anniversary is on February §,
and the lepidopterist who collects Pieridae.

Solution is on page 28
DATA MASTER: Nikki Hamilton 26



Some Riddles

1. Ican't be bought, but I can be stolen with a glance.
I'm worthless to one, but priceless to two. What am
1?

2. Thave three feet but can't walk; I tell you things but
can't talk; sometimes I bend but I’'m LIKE A
SCALE BUT CAN’T TELL YOUR weight what
am [?

3. What has 88 teeth but never brushes them

4. Thave no voice and yet I speak to you, I tell of all
things in the world that people do. I have leaves,
but I am not a tree, I have pages, but I am not a
bride or royalty. I have a spine and hinges, but [ am
not a man or a door, [ have told you all, I cannot tell
you more. What am 1?

5. Black within, red without, with four corners, round
about. What is it?

6. What animal would you get crossed a duck, a bea-

ver, and an otter?

What do bumblebees sing in the shower?

How did the court know the judge was ready for

bed?

9. Did you hear about the soilder who bought a cam-

ouflage sleeping bag?

It goes through the door without pinching it sits on

the stove without burning , it sits on the table not

ashamed .

What did the pen say to the paper?

Who do witches stop for on the highway?

When is the best time to have lunch?

A 400 yard long train, travelling at 30 mph, enters a

4.5 mile long tunnel. How long will elapse between

the moment the front of the train enters the tunnel

and the moment the end of the train clears the tun-
nel?

. Dean Sam and Castiel are three brothers. Interest-

ingly their current age is prime. What's more inter-

esting that difference between their ages is also
prime. How old are they?

The digits 0-9(0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9) can be rear-

ranged into 3628800 distinct 10 digits numbers.

How many of these numbers are prime?

Using eight eights and addition only, can you make

1000?

How can you divide a pizza into 8 equal slices us-

ing only 3 straight cuts?

A train leaves from Halifax, Nova Scotia heading

towards Vancouver, British Columbia at 120 km/h.

Three hours later, a train leaves Vancouver heading

towards Halifax at 180 km/h. Assume there's exact-

ly 6000 kilometers between Vancouver and Hali-
fax. When they meet, which train is closer to Hali-
fax?

20. What word becomes shorter when you add two let-

* N

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15

16.

17.
18.

19.

Answers are printed on page 28

21.

22.

23.

24.

27

ters to it?

Can a man legally marry his widow's sister in the state
of California?

Hussey has been caught stealing goats, and is brought
into court for justice. The judge is his ex-wife Amy
Hussey, who wants to show him some sympathy, but
the law clearly calls for two shots to be taken at Hus-
sey from close range. To make things a little better for
Hussey, Amy Hussey tells him she will place two bul-
lets into a six-chambered revolver in successive order.
She will spin the chamber, close it, and take one shot.
If Hussey is still alive, she will then either take another
shot, or spin the chamber again before shooting. Hus-
sey is a bit incredulous that his own ex-wife would car-
ry out the punishment, and a bit sad that she was al-
ways such a rule follower. He steels himself as Amy
Hussey loads the chambers, spins the revolver, and
pulls the trigger. Whew! It was blank. Then Amy Hus-
sey asks, 'Do you want me to pull the trigger again, or
should I spin the chamber a second time before pulling
the trigger?' What should Hussey choose?

Your friend shows you two jars, one with 100 red mar-
bles in it, the other with 100 blue marbles in it. He pro-
poses a game. He'll put the two jars behind his back
and tell you to pick one of them at random. You'll then
close your eyes, he'll hand you the jar you picked, and
you'll pick a random marble from that jar. You win if
the marble you pick is blue, and you lose otherwise. To
give you the best shot at winning, your friend gives
you the two jars before the game starts and says you
can move the marbles around however you'd like, as
long as all 200 marbles are in the 2 jars (that is, you
can't throw any marbles away). How should you move
the marbles around to give yourself the best chance of
picking a blue marble?

You and a friend are standing in front of two houses.
In each house lives a family with two children. "The
family on the left has a boy who loves history, but their
other child prefers math," your friend tells you. "The
family on the right has a 7-year old boy, and they just
had a new baby," he explains. "Does either family have
a girl?" you ask. "I'm not sure," your friend says. "But
pick the family that you think is more likely to have a
girl. If they do have a girl, I'll give you $100." Which
family should you pick, or does it not matter?

DATA MASTER: Breanna McDowell
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17.
18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

23.

24.

Answers to Riddles

Love.

A yardstick.

A Piano.

A Book.

A chiminey.

A platypus.

BeeBop.

He was wearing his robe
He couldn’t find it

. The sun

. Lets run away and WRITE

. Witch-hikers.

. after breakfast

. 9 minutes and 27.2727 seconds.

.Sam : 2 Dean : 5 Castiel : 7 Age diff 7-2="5"1s

prime 7 - 5="2"is prime 5 - 2 ="'3"is prime

. None. The sum of numbers from 0-9

(0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8.,9) is 45 and therefore can be di-
visible by 3 and 9.

888 +88 + 8+ 8 +8=1000

Cut 1: Cut the pizza straight down the middle into
two halves. Cut 2: Keeping the two halves in the
place, cut the pizza straight down the middle at right
angles to the first cut (you will be left with 4 equal
quarters) Cut 3: Pile the 4 quarters on top of each
other and cut through the middle of the pile. You
will be left with 8 equal slices.

Both trains would be at the same spot when they
meet therefore they are both equally close to Hali-
fax.

Short.

NO since she is a 'widow', the guy's dead!

Hussey should have Amy Hussey pull the trigger
again without spinning. We know that the first
chamber Amy Hussey fired was one of the four
empty chambers. Since the bullets were placed in
consecutive order, one of the empty chambers is fol-
lowed by a bullet, and the other three empty cham-
bers are followed by another empty chamber. So if
Hussey has Amy Hussey pull the trigger again, the
probability that a bullet will be fired is 1/4. If Amy
Hussey spins the chamber again, the probability that
she shoots Hussey would be 2/6, or 1/3, since there
are two possible bullets that would be in firing posi-
tion out of the six possible chambers that would be
in position.

Put one blue marble in one jar, and put the rest of
the marbles in the other jar. This will give you just
about a 75% chance of picking a blue marble.

You should pick the house on the left. Specifically,
there is a 2/3 chance that the family on the left has a
girl, whereas there's only a 1/2 chance that the house
on the right has a girl. This is a very counterintuitive
riddle. It seems like there should always be a 1/2

28

Logic Puzzle Solution
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DATA MASTER: Nikki Hamilton

chance that a given child is a girl. And in fact there
is. The key word there is "given". Because we are
not asking about a "given" child for the house on
the left. We are asking about what could be either
child. Whereas for the house on the right, we are
asking about a "given" child...specifically, we're
asking about the younger child. There are 3 possi-
bilities for the children in the first house: Younger
Older Girl Boy Boy Girl Boy Boy There is no
"Girl, Girl" option because we know the house on
the left has at least one boy. Since each of these 3
options is equally likely, and 2 of them have one
girl, there is a 2/3 chance of there being a girl in the
house on the left. For the house on the right, be-
cause we already know the older child is a boy,
there are only two possibilities: Younger Older Girl
Boy Boy Boy And as we can see, there is a 1/2
chance for the house on the right having a girl.

DATA MASTER: Breanna McDowell



CATOOSA PUBLIC LIBRARY
105 E. Oak (918) 266-1684
Hours:

Monday thru Thursday: 9am to 7pm
Friday: 9am to 12pm & 1pm to 3pm
Saturday: 10am to 2pm

Closed Sunday

CHELSEA PUBLIC LIBRARY

618 Pine (918) 789-3364

Hours:

Tuesday: 10:00am to 7:00pm

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday: 10:00am to 4:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am to Noon Closed Sunday & Monday

CHOUTEAU PUBLIC LIBRARY
307 W Main Phone: 918-476-4445
Hours:

Mon - Fri — 10AM to 5PM

Closed Saturday & Sunday

DELAWARE COUNTY LIBRARY

429 S. 9th St. Jay, Oklahoma (918) 253-8521
Web: www.eodls.lib.ok.us/jay.html

Hours:

Mon., Wed., & Fri. 9:00am to 6:00pm

Tues. & Thurs 9:00am to 8:00pm

Sat. 9:00am to 1:00pm

Closed Sundays and Holidays

GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY

1140 NEO Loop (918) 786-2945

Toll free in the 918 area code: 1-888-291-8150
Fax: (918) 786-5233

Hours:

Mon., Wed., & Fri.: 8:30am-5:00pm

Tues. & Thurs.: 8:30am-9:00pm

Sat. 8:00am-12:00pm

Closed Sunday

Library
News

LANGLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY

325 W Osage Ave. (918) 782-4461
Hours:

Mon.-. 1:00pm to 7:00pm

Tue.-Fri. 9:00am to 12:00pm

And 1:00pm to 5:00pm

Closed Sat. & Sun.

MIAMI PUBLIC LIBRARY
200 N. Main (918) 541-2292
Hours:

Sun. 1:00pm

Mon., Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 8:00pm
Tues., Fri., Sat., 9:00am to 5:00pm

NOWATA CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY
224 S. Pine (918)273-3363 Fax: (918)273-1818
Hours: Mon-Fri 10, —6pm; Sat 9am-12,m

PRYOR PUBLIC LIBRARY
505 E. Graham, Pryor 918-825-0777
Hours:

Monday & Thursday: 1:00 PM-9:00 PM
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday:9:00AM-5:00PM

SALINA PUBLIC LIBRARY

420 E. Ferry St. (918) 434-8001
Hours: Tue. 12pm-7pm, Wed. 12pm-5pm,
Thurs. & Fri. 10am-5pm

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Monday

TALALA AREA PUBLIC LIBRARY
106 W Watova St. (918) 275-4540
Hours:

Monday - Friday 2pm to 5pm

Monday and Thursday evening 6pm to 9pm
Saturday 11am to 2pm

VINITA PUBLIC LIBRARY

215 W. Illinois  (918) 256-2115

Hours:

Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 11:00am to 6:00pm
Thurs. 11:00am to 7:00pm

Sat. 11:00am to 3:00pm

Closed Sunday

WILL ROGERS LIBRARY

1515 N. Florence, Claremore OK  (918) 341-1564
Hours:

Mon & Tues. 9:30am to 8:00pm

Wed. & Thurs. 9:30am to 6:00pm

Fri. & Sat. 9:30am to 5:00pm

29 Closed Sunday



Have you seen our
amazing CD $pecials?

918.788.3373

welchstatebank.com
Welch | Miami | S Coffeyville

ILUJWELCH STATE BANK

Watsh your money 04//‘06(/,/

Call, visit our website, or come into
any "branch” location for more
details today!

\
See what we did there... N =2
“branch”... e
“tree branch”... :
“grow!” «

Member FDIC

WE PRIDE OUR BUSINESS
ON SERVICE & HAVING
PARTS FOR ALL MODELS
OF VERMEER BALERS

EUBANKS JORGENSON

1.908.0337042 cwosiams
Service is Our - ':'f Z: ‘f r -[4

#1 Priority! WELCH. OK 74360

O & M Sales
and
Services
DeWalt Milwaukee Paslode Max Makita

Bostitch Stanley Wilton Vaughan Freud
Gun Nails Screws

918-476-7696

305 N. Chouteau ave. Chouteau OK 74337

L &S Feed
and
Western Wear

918-476-7234
102 W Railroad St.
Chouteau, OK 74337

721 W. 6™ Claremore 341-0933

Open: M-F 8-6 & Sat8-5

PR oS et ot S B Sl T\ dh

Classy Cuts and Wigs
Hair Pieces and Wigs for all occasions
Debby Bailey
Owner/Manager
918-342-0790

2309 Holly Road, Claremore, OK 74017

U /It 1

lookinsofinez@gmail.com
R /classycutsandwigs

=
M —_—
m—— e SR
i TS XA

classy curves
918-283-1881

Z'n(h(/ Z./AJ ((' f?/mﬂ
/I/;I!'/
Call about custom

= packages tailored
especially for you

LV




301 E. Layton Chelsea, OK.

Across From Harp's
918 - 789 - 3676 3

o LA

A
FISHING EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES
MINNOWS * NIGHT CRAWLERS
SHRIMP * CHICKEN LIVER
CUT SHAD * RABBIT LIVER

WHOLE SHAD & MORE
DRINKS, SNACKS

Route 66 items for sale
6 POUND BAG OF ICE $1.50
20 POUND BAG OF ICE $3.75

31




A Good Community To Live In!
CHELSEA TERRACE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT GUR
Rental Office at (918) 789-5200

302 Charlotte Street, Chelsea, OK.

|

|

|

|

1

|

1

i

I $200.00 DEPOSIT
! $450 1 bedroom ~ $500 2 bedroom

: ground floor/ handicap accessible

; washer/dryer hookup

; Paid: water, sewer, garbage, & lawn care

: Provided: refrigerator, stove

, 3 Bedroom House with One Car Garage

, 1101 scuare feet

i $590.00 monthly ~ $350.00 deposit ~ washer/dryer hookups ~ Provided: refrigerator, stove
! An Equal Housing Opportunity

: SECTION 8 HOUSING VOUCHEES ACCEPTED

Community Links Of Chelsea
1100 Walnut
Chelsea, OK 74016

Ph: (918) 789-2862
Fax (918) 789-5296
Email:
commuitylinks1999@yahoo.com
Please give us feedback at:
http://links.qitg.net

Printing: Business Cards, Letterheads — Flat or raised print available. Brochures, Business
Forms, and Personalized greeting cards.

Advertising: Links Newsletter, Bi-Monthly distributed by persons with developmental disabili-
ties, Connecting Communities at an affordable rate.

Office Supplies: Self Inking Stamps, Paper products, Toner Cartridges, Printer Cartridges. If we
don’t have it in stock we will order for you. Most orders complete in 3 days
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Foreman'’s Body Shop

ROBERT FOREMAN
Owner

Phone (918) 256-3472
FAX #(918) 256-2796

26853 South 4380 Road
Vinita, OK 74301

R]J's Bar & Grill

918-323-0122

Hours
Mon - Sat 11--2

Sun 2-12
215 E Canadian
Vinita, OK

Truck, Tractor & Auto

Fast Efficient Service

Sam's Tire Shop
Mon-Fri 8to 5
Sat 8-12

(918) 256-7591
436 5. Wilson

Vinita, OK. 74301-4246

Monday--Friday:
8am-5pm
Saturday:

8 am- 12 pm

(918) 256-2127

348N 6th « ana OK
Srer of €0 & T ah
email: youngsnreccabieone net

SBS,LW

Established
1973

— Most

Sesteeen.  Brands

33

compassionate about care.
PASSIONATE ABOUT LIFE.

HOSPICE

Free Medicare Benefit

We believe that care during a
terminal illness is more than
Just a diagnosis and treatment.

It’s a daily exercise in making
this moment, this day..
the very best it can be.

918.786.6182
800.787.2226

www.goodshepherdhospices.com



CryptoQuote Puzzles Solution

Title: Learn From Your Failures By: Steve Harvey

Failure is a great teacher, and I think when you make mistakes and you recover from them and you treat them as val-
uable learning experiences, then you’ve got something to share.

Steve Harvey

Title: Love and Hope By: Jerry Lewis

I say to everybody, love is what wakes you up in the morning, love is what makes you walk, and love is what makes

you hope.

DATA MASTERS: Eric Peachey and Steven Burdick

bt & Hlighuoay 69, PB Thaw 100
Fammenoree, B 70 F4220

Pam Cozont, Administrator
(918) 675-4455

Fax (918) 675 5472
vaww. eas twoodmanorllc.com

/\

PARKS

CUSTOM CABINETS

Bruce Parks 7454 South Hwy 28
918-789-2694 Chelsea, Oklahoma 74016
918-637-2106 Cell Bruce(@ParksCustomCabinets.com
918-283-7030 Fax www.ParksCustomCabinets.com

DplABLEJALKERS

Home of The Mini Billboard

Let’s market your business
with mini billboards
on restaurant table tops.

Your color ad will be seen thousands of times
over a two year period.

Check out the website: www.dptabletakers.com
email: dptabletalkers@gmail.com Call or Text: 918-640-4286

We will be glad to help you with your marketing needs.
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DATA MASTERS: Steven Burdick, Eric Peachey, and Heather Conn
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HERE TO HELP YOU GROW
7 W ﬁﬂmfb&wﬁ W/{M

B [_akeside State Bank

“Big enough to serve you, small enough to know you.”

=] CHELSEA |516 Walnut| 918.789.2581 | OOLOGAH | 6695 E. 400 Rd. 1918.443.2474 | www.lakesidebankok.com
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Sudoku Puzzle Easy Solution Sudoku Puzzle Moderate Solution
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Crossword Puzzle Solution
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DATA MASTERS: Eric Peachey and Steven Burdick



We would like to
thank the following
Businesses for

distributing LINKS

Adair
Casey’s General Store
Woodshed

Afton
Afton City Hall
Evans Roofing

Big Cabin
Big Cabin Senior Citizens

Chelsea
Bank of Commerce
Chelsea Family Pharmacy
Chelsea Library
Chelsea Post Office
Chelsea Sr. Citizens
Chelsea Terrace
Community Links
Dollar General
Harp's Grocery
Jiffy Mart
Lakeside State Bank
Little Green Shop
Main Street Diner

Chouteau
Cherry’s Chouteau Mall
Chouteau Public Library &
Senior Citizens Center
Dutch Pantry
Marvin’s Grocery
Pizza Corral

Claremore
Bill's Sporting Goods
Brook Field Nursing Home
Claremore DHS
Claremore Nursing Home
Claremore Senior Citizen's

Claremore Veteran’s Center

Midco Clothes & More
Stillwater Milling
Emerald Care Center

Commerce
Eastwood Manor

Fairland
Fairland Sr. Citizen's

Grove
Eagles Landing
Drakes
Grand Prosthetics & Artificial
Limbs
Grandwood
Mr. M’s Convenience Store
Grove Sr. Citizens
Harps Grocery
Tom Cat Corner

Jay
Sinclair Station
Delaware County Library
Jay Senior Citizen's

Ketchum
Buddy's Foods
Woodshed

Langley
4 State Insurance
Langley Drug
Reasor's Grocery Store
Langley Western Store

Miami
Marvin's Grocery
Windridge
Wal-Mart Supercenter

Nowata
D&L’s
Homeland
Nowata Depot Café
Nowata Senior Citizens Cen-
ter
Ranch Supply
Reid’s Discount Pharmacy
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Oologah
Pump - N - Petes #15
Tacora Mart (Conoco)

Pryor
Innovations in Hair
Mayes Co. Nutritional Center
Wilkerson Real Estate
Pryor Library
Shady Rest Nursing Home
Paulie’s Donuts
The Book Exchange

Spavinaw
T-General Store

Vinita
Burrough Manor
Carter's IGA
Grand Lake Mental Health
Heartsworth House
Midco Clothes & More
Sam's Tire
Veterans Clinic
Vinita Sr. Center
Vinita DHS
Vinita Post Office
Wood Shed
Young’s Tire

Welch
Welch State Bank

White Oak
The Rancher Convenience/
Deli

Winganon
Winganon Bait Shop



Vimita Muflller &
Radiator

steven smath - MOV HT

“Cher B0 years Experience”

Fast, Professional Work
the First Time!

Cat-Back Dual Exhaust
Catalytic Converter
SEIVICE

Fas Tank Cleaned,
Eepared, Lined &
Coated

Eadiators - Plastic or
EBrazs

(918) 256-6969

502 N. Wilson
Vinita, OK 74301

We can mail current or past issues to you
for $2.00 per issue. To receive every issue
by mail we offer two subscriptions:

6 months subscription for $24.00

Full year subscription for $48.00

N

LINKS

Information

The Links Paper comes out twice a month,
the 5th and the 20th of every month. We
offer many different advertising options and
have competitive pricing. Should you be
interested in placing an ad with us you can
contact us at the phone number or the
email provided below.

Deadlines for ad submission:
5th issue: 25th of previous month
20th issue: 10th of the same month

Community Links of Chelsea
1100 Walnut
Chelsea, OK 74016
communitylinks1999@yahoo.com
(918) 789-2862
Open:
Monday —Friday 8am to 4:00pm

Contents of this newspaper is compiled from available original sources.
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PIONEERS OF CHANGE

In 1971, when I went to work for the phone
company, we operators worked on the old cord
board, where operators answered customers by
plugging a cord into a lighted hole. At that time,
customers could dial local calls, but long distance calls had to
be dialed by the operator. By 1974, customers could dial 1+
calls by themselves, but certain calls, such as collect calls, still
had to be handled by the operator.

In 1984 I transferred to a job in the dial office, as an electron-
ics technician working on electro-mechanical equipment that
had been installed in 1958. In 1995, the phone company start-
ed upgrading the whole state to digital phone systems, replac-
ing the electro-mechanical offices with computerized or digi-
tal offices. After my home office was upgraded, I was placed
on a traveling crew, going all over the state, until the last of-
fices in Weleetka and Wetumka, Oklahoma, were replaced.

When I retired in 2003 after 32 years of service, [ became an
active member of the Telephone Pioneers, now serving as sec-
retary and attending most monthly meetings. We are a service
organization, serving the communities together as a club, and

Lavon Hightower Lewis To read more devotioals, go to:

http:/jewelsfromtheword.com/ Email me at llewis2138@sbcglobal.net

JEWELS FROM THE WORD

as individual volunteers.

I have noticed over the years that the retirees who
have the best retirement are the ones who had a “life”
outside the phone company, the ones who kept up an
active life after they retired.

We enjoy reminiscing about how things were in the
“good ol’ days,” but we live in the here-and-now. If
changes are going to be made in our community, our
state, our nation, our world, it must come from those
who are forward-looking, not sitting back, retired from
the world. It’s okay to fondly remember, but don’t try
to live in the past.

Paul spoke wise words to us in Philippians 3:13-14,
when he said, “But one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind and reaching forward to those
things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

True pioneers don’t just sit around dreaming of the
past; they press on into the future.

DATA MASTER: Heather Conn

MEMBER FDIC

Auto & Truck Loans
Home Loans

Business Loans
Checking, Savings & CD’s

All of your Banking Needs!

THE BANK OF COMMERCE
789-2567

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER



http://jewelsfromtheword.com/

