








Adair Police Chief, Billy Couch

A native of Chelsea, Billy became Adair's Chief 

of Police in 1986, at the urging of former chief, 

Ronnie Riley, also of Chelsea. Billy says, "I really 

wasn't interested in the job, but Ronnie wanted me 

to try. After riding with him a few times I changed 

my mind." He said he figured he would give it a try, 

while looking for something else. Over the years, 

Billy learned to like being "the law" in the small 

town of Adair. He has always tried to do his part to 

make Adair a better place to live.  Besides his duty 

as Police Chief, he also mows city property, and 

went to school to get his sewer license, to help the 

town's utility department make ends meet. 

Billy   has   the   distinction   of   being   a   Chief   of 

Police   longer   than   any   other   lawman   in   Mayes 

County   history.   He   is   known   for   his   fair   and 

impartial   distribution   of   the   law.   He   is   a   very 

straightforward speaking man, who has no problem 

letting you know what he thinks. Billy says he still 

doesn't like taking people to jail. He says, "I know 

it's part of the job, but usually you are dealing with 

good people who do stupid things. Jail is a lonely 

place that I wouldn't wish on anybody."

Billy has helped many people over the years. 

Whether   it   is   a   motorist   with   car   trouble,   just 

passing   through   town,   or   a   member   of   the 

community a little down on their luck, which he 

helps out by paying a bill or two. He says he doesn't 

lend   a   hand   to   be   repaid;   the   "Thank   you"   is 

enough.   He   also   believes,   "What   goes   around, 

comes around." Despite his efforts, Billy is smart 

enough to know he isn't on everybody's Christmas 

list. He says, "I've had lots of people over the years 

call   me   all   sorts   of   things,   trying   to   say   I've 

wronged them in one way or another. I know you 

can't please everyone all of the time, but it's not 

easy when people don't like you, and they tell you 

so!"

Billy says the hardest part of his job is being the 

first   on   the   scene   of   a   fatality   accident   and   it's 

someone he knows; then he has to go tell the family. 

He says, "There is no easy way of telling a family 

something like that." He says he has been greeted 

with everything from anger, to disbelief, with some 

even thinking it is some kind of sick joke!

Billy gives much of the credit for his successful 

career to his wife of 17 years, Elisa. He says she has 

been   very   understanding   and   supportive   over   the 

years. "She understands the commitment a job like 

this takes, and knows someone has to do it."

Billy says he has been fortunate while serving as 

Adair Police Chief, to have the support of the City 

Council. Mayor Steve Hall said, "Billy is the police 

chief, and does his job well. We don't have to tell him 

how to run the Police Department."

Elisa is an Adair schoolteacher. Billy met her at 

the   Chelsea   Rodeo.   Their   6-year-old   daughter   is 

named   Chelsea.   Billy's   23-year-old   son   is   named 

Justin, and he has a 20-year-old daughter, Anesa.

Billy is the third of four kids born to Earl and 

Wanda Couch. He is a 1976 graduate of Chelsea High 

School. He says he was an "average" student who like 

kids everywhere did some pretty ornery things while 

growing up. He says his parents kept a pretty tight rein 

on them, and didn't let them get away with much. 

That is how he has tried to raise his own kids. 

When Billy isn't "on duty" he stays busy with his 

family, the ranch, and PRCA steer roping.
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They Cared Enough To

Make A Difference

Many  people  from  Adair  loved  the 

community   enough   to   do   everything   possible   to 

make   the   town   a   better   place,   whether   it   was 

donating time, services, or money. 

The school system honored Bernita Hughes 

for 30 years of service to the system, by naming the 

elementary school in her Honor. Mrs. Hughes had 

been a teacher for 37 years.

Bernita came to Adair in 1928, joining the 

faculty that same year. She spent the last 10 years of 

her career as the Principal of Adair High School. 

She retired in 1966, because of health problems, but 

returned for a short while in 1967 to serve as high 

school counselor.  

Mrs. Hughes died October 12, 1967. They 

named the school in her honor the following year. 

Bernita was the mother of General Harley Hughes. 

The Lee family operated the General Store 

for   many   years.   Fred   and   Cathryn   continued 

operating the store after his parent's death. 

Fred was elected to the Oklahoma House of 

Representatives at the age of 24. 

Cathryn operated the store four years after 

Fred's death in 1969. She then sold it to Wayne 

Schultz in 1973.

The   Lee's   were   staunch   supports   of   the 

Adair community. They donated the building that 

houses the town hall in 1959.

Cathryn   said   she   was   blessed   with   a 

wonderful life and enjoyed helping others to do the 

same.

Cathryn   was   a   staunch   supporter   of   the 

school system, the Boy Scouts, the FFA, the fire 

department, and her church. She showed continued 

support by donating a lot of money to these worthy 

causes. 

Cathryn enjoyed serving as pianist, organist, 

and soloist for her church. She also served as church 

secretary for over 25 years. 

Countless  numbers  of  Adair  students 

received   help   from   Cathryn   with   their   college 

education. 

When   Cathryn   died   in   2001,   her   sizable 

estate went to the town of Adair. 

Sports Figures Who Called

Adair Home

Jim Bluejacket
Jim was born in Adair on July 8, 1887. His 

birth name was Jim Smith. Jim began his Major 

League baseball career in 1914 with the Brooklyn 

Tip-Tops; he was with them 2 years. He ended his 

career in 1916 with the Cincinnati Reds. Jim died in 

Perkin Illinois on March 26, 1947.

Ben Tincup
Ben's birth name was Austin Ben Tincup. 

He was born in Adair on December 14, 1890. He 

began his Major League baseball career on May 22, 

1914.   He   played   for   the   Philadelphia   Phillies   in 

1914, 1915, and 1918. He ended his big league in 

1928 with the Chicago Cubs. Ben died in Claremore 

 on July 5. 1980.

John Cason
Fresh out of the Coast Guard in 1946, John 

had dreams of becoming the welterweight boxing 

champion.  In  1943  John  won  All  Service 

Championship. At one time he was ranked in the 

top 10 pros in the welterweight division. 

John had torn a ligament in his right knee 

while   in   the   service.   During   his   last   pro   boxing 

match in Detroit in 1946 his knee went out. This 

was his first and only loss in his boxing career. He 

knew his dream of becoming a champ had come to 

an end and his boxing career was over.  

John went into real estate.  He still lives in 

Adair. 
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Sam's Town

Sam's Town is home to Bunks and Borders, 

George's   Real   Good   BBQ   Company,   and   Sam's 

Town Barber Shop. Ron's Hamburgers owned by 

Shirley Horton had been there for a year and a half 

and closed in late December. 

Terry Lacy runs the barbershop. He has been 

there a year. Terry proudly displays a picture of his 

grand   daughter,   Kimberly   Lacy   of   Prue,   who   is 

2003 Miss Oklahoma Teen America.

George and Judy Jolly, and Bo and Shelly 

Sampson own Sam's Town. 

George and Judy own and operate George's 

BBQ and Bunks and Borders. It is a family operated 

business. Judy's sister and brother in law, Pat and 

Garry Hanson work with them.

Two  of  the  Jolly's  daughters,  Shelly 

Sampson and Tanya Neilson have a business called 

Game Time Grills. They are small football shaped 

charcoal grills with OU and OSU logos on them, for 

the game time tailgate parties. 

On Saturday evenings the place hosts a jam 

session. They have a variety of country, bluegrass, 

and   gospel   music.   They   have   had   a   world   class 

fiddle player, and some up and coming local talents. 

One wall holds an impressive collection of 

pictures of sports figures and entertainers such as 

Garth Brooks. There is also a framed picture of a 

beautiful young lady on the front of a Drysdales 

catalog.   It   is   George   and   Judy's   grand   daughter 

Miranda, who models for Drysdales. 

The Jolly's came here 7 years ago from east 

Texas. They both said they really like Adair. They 

are praying the economy rebounds soon from the 

nosedive it took after 9-11. 
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The following pictures are from days 

gone   by.   Unfortunately   we   were 

unable to find dates they were made. 

Owl Drug Store

Lee's Store (Dunham Building)

Inside the Dunham Building

Another part of the Dunham Building

The Lumber Yard

 
The Grain Elevator

We   want   to   thank   Steve   and   Marcia   Hall   for 

providing these pictures for us to use.
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Business in Adair

Today's business district in Adair is a far cry 

from days gone by. At one time the entire business 

district evolved around the Katy Railroad. 

Today   many   family   owned   and   operated 

businesses still contribute the economy of the small 

town. 

The Eby family has three businesses on the 

east side of the Highway 69 and 28 intersection. 

The   Corner   Surplus   Store,   the   Main   Store,   and 

Memories, Antiques, and More are all owned and 

operated by members of the family.

Larry and Patsy Eby opened the Main Store 

on   Memorial   Day   of   1980.   It   had   been   in   the 

planning   phase   for   10   years.   It   surpassed   their 

expectations from the very beginning. 

Patsy worked a regular shift at the store and 

took care of the paperwork, while working a full 

time   job   as   a   registered   nurse   at   Grand   Valley 

Hospital. Larry worked for and retired from GRDA.

Their son Kenny manages the store.

Patsy has operated Memories, Antiques, and 

more for about 14 years.

Jeff   and   Rhonda   Eby   opened   the   Corner 

Surplus Store two and a half years ago. Jeff is Larry 

and Patsy's son. He says it is the first time he has 

really  enjoyed  his  work. They  sell  a little  bit  of 

everything, from soup to nuts and bolts! There is a 

vast array of items  in the store and the stock is 

constantly changing. 

Adair's Tag Office is a family run enterprise 

also. Mildred Whitlock was the tag agent from 1983 

to 1995. Mildred was also the Mayor of Adair for 

16 years. 

Mildred is a retied teacher. She taught high 

school math and coached girls' basketball. She was 

Principal at Ketchum for 20 years. 

Mildred served as a board member of the 

Mayes County Ambulance Service for 15 years. She 

is also a board member of the Adair Chamber of 

Commerce.  

Mildred's daughter Karen Mitchell has been 

a tag agent for 10 years. Karen was a drug and 

alcohol counselor and member of the State Board of 

Health prior to becoming a tag agent.

Although  she  is  officially  retired,  Mildred 

still helps out in the Tag Office. She celebrated her 

78 th  birthday in December of 2003. 

Bessie Shultz

While doing research about Adair History, 

everyone told us we needed to talk to Bessie. It was 

said   if   anyone   would   know   about   Adair,   it   was 

Bessie. 

When we went to talk with her, we soon 

learned everyone was right. She was a big help and 

made our job much easier. Much of the information 

in the stories and articles in this issue came from 

her. 

Bessie and her husband, Wayne owned and 

operated the General Store for years. They bought 

the business from Cathryn Lee in 1973. 

Bessie   was   also   the   Town   Treasurer   and 

Court Clerk for 30 years. She retired in 2003 and 

said it was the biggest mistake she ever made! 

It   is   apparent   that   Bessie   is   a   highly 

respected   and   well   thought   of   person   in   the 

community.  
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Thank you!

We would like to say a special 

thank you to Tom Linihan, Steve and 

Marcia Hall, Bessie Shultz, and all the 

other  City  Officials  and  business 

owners who helped us with the articles 

and features in this issue. 

Adair is a wonderful little town 

and   it   is   the   fine   people   of   the 

community who make it what it is!

The Main Store

Groceries * Beer * Ice * Pop * 

Gas

Open 7 Days a Week * 6:00am to 

10:00pm

Clean Restroom

Hwy. 28 & 69 Junction

Adair, Ok.



Local Farm House

Old time baptism

Working on the road!

Former Marshall and Deputy

South Side of Main

North Side of Main
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A Good Community

To Live In!

CHELSEA TERRACE 
Call today

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR 

Rental Office at (918) 789-5200

302 Charlotte Street, Chelsea, OK.

1 Bedroom Apartments   2 Bedroom Apartments

         724 SQ.FT.           924 SQ. FT.

           $400.00 MONTHLY    $450.00 MONTHLY

$200.00 DEPOSIT

Ground floor/ handicap accessible

Washer/dryer hookup

Paid: water, sewer, garbage, & lawn care

Provided: refrigerator, stove, garbage disposal, & dishwasher

3 Bedroom House

One car garage

1101 sq.ft.

$537.00 monthly  $350.00 deposit

Washer/dryer hookups

Provided: refrigerator, stove, garbage disposal, & dishwasher

An Equal Housing Opportunity
SECTION 8 HOUSING VOUCHERS ACCEPTED

 
 



















 

 

Having Trouble Getting a Special Edition Links! 
Buy A Subscription!

$1.25 Per Month * $7.50 Per 6 Months * $15.00 Per Year

Community Links of Chelsea* 1100 Walnut\PO Box 85 Chelsea, OK.  74016

(918)  789-2862

Our Deadline for the Special Edition is the 

1 st   of the month 

Our Distribution Date for the Special Edition is the 

WE HAVE 

COLOR!!! 
Full Color Ads

2X2 * $14.00

Business Card Size * 24.00

1\4 Page * $53.00 (1 free)

1\2 Page * $100.00 (1 Free)

Full Page * $170.oo (1 Free)

Community Links of Chelsea (918) 789-2862

Distributed to a 5 County Area

The Greyhound 

Bus Stop 

is here!!!!

Shipping 

Available!
Lower  Prices and

Faster Delivery!

Clothes & More

Thrift Store

111 Dwain Willis Blvd.

Vinita, OK.  74301

(918) 256-6800

OPEN
9:00 AM to 6:00PM

Monday thru Saturday

SALE * SALE
All you can get 

into a bag for $2.00

Monday – Saturday

Thru January, 2004

Check Out Our Beadwork

OU & OSU

Clothes & More Thrift Store

1612 N. Lynn Riggs

Claremore, OK. 74017

New Merchandise

Stocked Daily

We are happy to pick up your 

donations Mon.-Fri.

 

Just call (918) 343-3447 or

(918) 789-5900

This publication is made possible by 

the businesses, which purchase 

advertising in it.  If you enjoy the 

Links Community News letter, we 

encourage you to shop with our 

advertisers and let them know. 

You saw it

In  Links 

“The Special Edition

Hometown Series”

Classified 

Prices
$7.00 for the 1 st 

issue

$5.00 for each 

consecutive issue
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Do You Remember?
While doing research for this issue, we 

took a walk down “Memory Lane” with several 

of the nice folks in Adair. We uncovered many 

interesting and fun facts along the way. So we 

are inviting you to take the “walk” too, and we 

want to know,

DO YOU REMEMBER?……

   The Goose Grab was an annual event held 

the   Saturday   before   Thanksgiving.   It   was 

started in 1926. People from several counties 

would   gather   in   Adair   for   the   event.   The 

geese were released from one of the building 

tops. The event hosted a parade. The Goose 

Grab ended in 1985.

 Movies were shown from a screen hanging 

from the south wall of the Dunham Building. 

The beams that held the screen are still there. 

The Saturday night open air showing of the 

movies started around 1938 and stopped in 

the early to mid 50's. 

   Harley Hughes returned to Adair for a visit in 

1987.   He   flew   into   town   aboard   a   National 

Guard   helicopter.   The   General   spoke   to   the 

Adair   student   body.   Later   in   the   day   he   was 

guest of honor at a luncheon at the Frying Pan 

Restaurant.   That   evening   he   spoke   at   the 

Chamber of Commerce meeting.

 When the bank looked like this…….






