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Cassandra Chuculate This month we visited Big Cabin and White Cak. The response and
Stephanie Baker help we got from the people of these two towns was amazing! We would like
Stacy Mckeaver o thank everyone who helped us gather information and pictures for this

Community Links FEINTS
F.0. Box 85 It"s mice to know there are so many people who still take pride and

Chnlsea, QK. 74018 [ R . R : - . -
TRG-2862 or TEG- SH00 interest in preserving the history of their commumities. 1t 15 our pleasure to

. wmn rnas share with our readers what we learmed about these twao towns!




Big Cabin History

While Big Cabin 1z smd to have been
established about 1887, there was a post office by
that name as early as 1871, according 1o George
Shirk in his book "Oklahoma Place Names™”
Historians believe that some sort of settlement
existed along the Old Militry Boad, part of which
waz algo the Texas Boad, and the name came from
Bag Cabin Creck, so called because of a large cabin
on the Texas Road near the creck.

The large cabin stood on a hill near the
present town site and was earlier called Planche
Cabin because it was constructed of planks, mot
lovrs. It 3 sand that Indiams who migrated there
during the summer and went back o the timber
hills, where it was warmer, during the winter, built
the cabin. What looked like one very large cabin
was sctually two cabins connected by a hall, which
wos closed on the north side, creating a protected
arca for the Indians to unload their supplics. The
hill where this cabin stood was later the site for the
home of Dy, Charles W. Day and his family,

When the MK T, railroad was built through
the area, a smaller cabin was constructed near the
tracks and was occupied by Bud Parks, a checker
for the cattle shipped n and out of Big Cabin. The
first stockyards were on the railroad right of way,
west of present day Big Cabin

The first building was a hay barmn and scale
house built in 1E8R by Dr, 5, Kennedy of Parsons
Kansas. Looses hay was havled in, baked in the
barn, then loaded inmo freight cars amd shipped.
According to an carly farmer, Ed Dixon, inoa 1942
interview, more hay was shipped from Big Cabin
during the vears 18383 10 1910, than any other town
in the United States. It was called "The Hay Capitol
of the World.”

There were several hay barns built along the
Katy right-of-way, including King's, Fred Kelley's,
Fred Higomnbotham, Dallen's, LW, BcClure's,
Browns, Jim Haney's, and Jog Maillson™s hay
barnz. The J.T. Haney hay barn opened in 1901 and
has continued in the family up to the present day. It
was sald to LT, Ir.. then Mae, then to Duich
Huniw.

In those early years Big Cabin was also
home to lurge graim elevator owned and operated by
Jimy Haney, Sr. and there was also a cotton gin
operated by a Muskogee firm.

Baig Cabin Diepot 1911
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Fred Charleswoith bailt the first store in 1892, It is said 1o have been operated by Millard Renfro until
he was killed at a dance given at hos home. Clarence Jones was the sccond person to open a business, and a
shart time later another man started a livery stable,

Around this same time, the post office was established was established in the scale office of LF. Dixon.
Later the post office was moved to a store on Main Street. Dixon’s daughter, Kate Coble operated ihe siore. The
first train depotl was a one-room boxcar tvpe structure built by the citizens of the community in 1903, Eight
years later this building was replaced by 8 much larger building.

In 1904 the town was laid out by the Dawes Commission on land owned by T.W, Thompson, George W
Trout, who operated a large general merchandise store, along with Sam Parks and Mr. Renfro are credited with
helping establish the twn, Clyde Shepherd operated a hardware store, which sold just about everything,
including caskets.

One of the early hotels in Big Cabin was the Dixon Hotel, In 1895 Sarah (Sallie) and John Butler built a
large hotel, which is said to have been located at the site of what is now the telephone company. It was called
the Colomal Hotel. For several years it was operated as a rooming house for single schoolteachers.

As the town grew, the residents saw a need for a school. They started a subscription school in 1895, The
school was located in a house later occupied by Adele Blackwell Fears. The first teacher, Miss Emma Dixon
lived with the families who had children in schoal,

In 1909 bonds in the amount of 35,000 were voted on to buld a brick school building. In 1912 the
building was enlarged by adding an upper story, and a basement was added. This building was used until 1957
when it was replaced. The last graduating class at Big Cabin was the class of 1992,

Three churches were established early in the twentieth century: the Baptist Church in 19405, Methodist in
1907, the Christian Church was built in 1910, In the earlier vears, congregations shared the Union Church
building.
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In the early vears, water for the town came
tromn an Artesian well in the center of the street, and
water was piped to all the bunldings. Water wells
were used until the rural water district was formed n
1965, In the 19205 electricity was installed and
sidewalks were put down. In 1937 the city strects
were hard surfaced and sireetlights were installed.

The Big Cabin Cemetery was officially
created in 1903, The Cherokee Mation sold the town
916 acres for 545 The money was raised from
donations and pic suppers. In 1982 the town was
deeded anather parcel of land for 54,574 1o enlarge
the cemetery.

The Bank of Big Cabin was charered in
1907, IW. Orr was president; LS. Robinson was
vice presidemt, and Robert E. Lee was cashier,
Records show that later “At™ Cobb managed the
bank until it closed n the 19305, when so many
banks went under.

The telephone compuany was first called
“Central Cifice™ and was located in a home. Later it
became the Atlas Telephone Company.

The first 1umtu:rya|'d was built about 19404
and was owned by Ray Foster and Dr. F.M. Adams.
That same year Willlam F. Emerson bought shares in
the business, In the 1930s Emerson and his son, R.L.
became the sole owners,

Dr. F.M. Adams started his medical career in
Big Cubin then moved to Vimita, The Eastern
Uklahoma Hospital for the Insane was established by
act of the second Oklahoma State Legislature in 1904,
Governor Lee Croce appointed Dr. Adams as the
Hospital Supenntendent i August of 1912, His
original 4-yvear appointment twmed into a lifetime job,
as he served until his death in December of 1955,

Dr. Adams was a pioneer in mental hospital
work. He devoted his life to keeping up with
developments in psychotherapy =0 cure, comfort,
and relief could be brought to the mentally 1ll. He
was well thought of by the hospital staff, highly
respected by  his  profession, and  recopnized
nationwide as  one of the foremost hospital
sdmimstrators.

Dr. Adams was inducted into the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame in 1954, Governor Johnsion Murray
descnibed Adams as one who did things he didn't
have to,

A volunteer fire department was established
in 1974 and a volunteer ambulance service in 1981,

From the Craig County History Book.

Big Cabin School

OKIE DOKIE
Big Cabin, OK.
(918) 783-5752

Open
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White Oak History

White Ouk came mnto being about 1895 when a
past office was opened with B.B, Burnett officially listed
as postmaster, but Andy Hamplon is remembered by
early residents as postmaster. Succeeding Hampton were
W.Ir, Stout, Theo lones, then Oliver Havnes, served in
that capucity for 38 vears. The post office closed i 1957,

White Oak was originally located north of the
present site, moved to s present location after Theo
Jomes, carly merchant, and Charley Brown built a
stockvard in the new location and invited the people at
the earlier site to join them. Other carly-dav leaders and
business owners over the vears included Jess Bulter, Mr,
Kilgore, 5.C. Clawson, Encch Jenkins, Will Rafferty,
Oliver  “"Bamey™ Vogel, Orvel Alumbaugh, A, W,
Kennedy and O.M. Haynes,

Located on the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad,
White Oak became a major shipping center for hay amd
cattle after the railroad was permitted to continue
constructing their rails southwest of Vinita in 1282, The
A&P became the Fnsco, now the Burhngton Morthemn
Santa Fe Railroad.

White Oak was known for s good praine hay
and the shipping of hay was a thriving business for a
numbser of vears, Large hay shippers included Fred and
Cieorge  Kelley, Monroe Bulter, Theo Jones, AVW.
Kennedy, Lester and Dewey Rafferty,

For more than fifty years, cattlemen from the
south and west sides of Craig County shipped in and out
of White Oak on the Frisco Railroad, There were stock
pens and a large pasture where the cattle could be held
before or affter shipping,

Misz Rhonda Carruthers was the station agent for
Frizsco, heginning in Tulsa during WW1, and refiring in
the 1960s, Through her efforts the ralroed leased 160
actes of pastureland for the cattlemen (o use,

Adter World Woar 11, the trucking industry became
popular for shipping. The chutes and loading pens and
the criginal depot along the railroad tracks are all gone,

The town 1= near a rich coal vein, which was

mined for several vears by the MceMabh Coal Company.
Coatl was also shipped out of White Oak Frisco Station.
McNabb allowed local people the opportunity to work
and make a good living while staving close to home,
A two-room house served as White Oak’s first haotel,
usgd principally by visiting cattlemen. Later Bud Miles
built & hotel and rocming house, which he operated for a
nwmier of years.

Early doctors i the area were Dr. MUP. Haynes
( father of Oliver Haynes) and a Dr. Maioller.

(Ao e g | . -
Picture from earl ¥ ;-ma-rs. of White Oak

Photos courtesy of Sharon Seaton

We  would bke o osay oa special
"THAMES! to Brenda Kelsev and Sharon Seaton
for helping us gather information about White
Cink

Hill and Hremda H'.-e.:lw'r-' have owned the
White Cak Rancher Convenience Storc since
Oictober of last vear,




In the early vears, the community had general stores, a hotel and a post office. Postmaster Haymes
operated one of the general stores. The town’s early water supply came from private wells, but a rural water
district was created in the 1960z 1o bring water in from Grand Lake, In 1983 only two of the original structures
still stood:; the hotel owned by Lawrence Seaton and former feed store owned by Edith Workman.

Present-day business lecated along Highway 60/Historic Highway 66 include the Rancher Convenience
store for gas and grocenes, a garage and a Shawnee Indian Smoke Shop on the highway o the south. There are
approciimately 175 residents within the city limits. Three of the streets are named for pioncers of the town:
Kennedy, Tones, and Havmes along with Main Street. Two churches hold services in wown:! a Baptist Church and
a Four Square Gospel Church.

White Oak residents take pride in their schools, In 1985 the Ranchers were second runners-up in their
division of the state football championship.

Legendary in the community is former hasketball coach Willard “Bill” Johnson who coached both hoy's
and girl"s basketball for 13 vears from 1954 until 1967, His boy's teams never had a losing season and always
went to distnict finals or better. The girl’s basketball team of 1957 made it to the first round of the state
towmament, Johnson said, “Good athletes make good coaches” In 1994 he was inducied into the Oklahoma
Coaches Hall of Fame.

The first dedicated school building was remembered as the “0ld Rock Schoolhouse,” built with hand-
cut stones on the Cherokee allotment lands of Mrs. John Sweatman. The school burned at the site northwest of
White Oak. The new school was built closer to the community. At present the school complex is across the
railroad tracks from the major part of town.

Since 1970 White Oak has held annual school reunions. They are well attended and members of the
classes are recognized. In 1974 the earliest graduating classes were bonored. Fromm the 1929 class were Pearl
(Whitep Most, Elsie {(Hayes) Ehnglesmith, Sarah (Froed Looney; 1930: Maleolm Workman, Ots Jones, BLW,
Underwood and Thelma (Sweet) Deal; 1931 Milford Harp and Jewell Harlan Goins,

Among the rural schools that consolidated with White Oak were Blue Howk, Blue Bell, Bunker Hill,
Centerview, Centralia, Estella, Gwendale-East Anthracite, Kelley, Riggs Chapel, and Willow Branch. The
present White Oak Independent School District has 31 certified personnel with 211 students including K-12 and
three and four-year-olds who are attending a day care preschool at the school for the first time, September 1999,
Submitted by Dorothy 1, Nix in the Craig County History Book,

Celebrating 20 years
on
Route 66.

1527 N. Main
Miami, Ok. 74354
(918) 542- 8210
(918) 542-7413 fax
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Grand Gateway Economic
Development Association

Big Cabin  based Grand Gateway
Economic  Development  Association (GGEDA)
represents  approximately 125000 people  in
northeast Oklahoma. Its service area 5 Craig,
Delaware, Mayes, Mowata, Ottawa, Fogers, and
Washington courties,

Caramd Crateway pariners with
municipalitics, countics, state  and  federal
pgencies,  private  sector  businesses,  school

districts, other EDA planning districts, and local
Indian tribes, to assist with gramts and grant
writing preparations. [t benefits communities by
saving existing jobs, creating new jobs, fostering
growth, and diversifying the economy, thus
increasing the tax base and helping rebuild rural

Ok lahoma.

The board of directors is made up of

elected officials, neral water districts, school
districts, Indian inbes, mnonties and special
government entities from the seven county service
area. Currently there are 35 board members who
serve voluntanly, representing all areas of the
communities, Each January the board 15 reformed.

GOEDA's primary role 15 to provide
technical expertize  for the members  and
coordinate various planning, safety, mfrastructure
and service needs among the counties, cities, and
towns, Some of the issues focused on include local
and county transportation, fire profection, services
for the agemg, community development, and
climmating  enviranmental hazards.  The
communities pocl their human, fnancial, and
phvsical resources to wdentify local and area wide
problems, then find suitable funding and services
to bring about the best solutions.

The Arca Agency on Aging (AAA) is ane
of the many services of GGEDA. Tis goal is 1o
mmsure  that older persons have the services
necessary o retain their dignity, independent
Iifestyle, and mamntain a voice in their care.
Services consist of information and assistance,
legal services, in home services, an Ombudsman
Volunteer l"mgl:-um nutrition program, hiealih
screening,  prescription  drug,  elder  abuse
awareness, disaster  assistance, and  Pelivan
transpoitation, which is the largest prograim

-a
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Fmvan transportation service is available
Ifive tawns i ortheas e QR nomas:
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The Pelivans provide fransportation for senior
citizens, dizabled persons. and the general public
within the city limits of Claremore, Grove, Miami,
Pryor, and Winita, The vans are  wheelchair
accessible, and provide low-cost transportation for
medical and employment purposes, nuirition, social,
recreation, education and shopping. There are no age
of income limitations, To leam more about Pelivan
services call Grand Gateway at 1-800-428-4594

KANOMA . ASSN.

(Duier 57 Tears of Service]
Kafias aid Dklahama

Big Cabin DkLahoms Branch
T2 E dsh Hox B4
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AAA receives funding for programs through the Older Americans Act, Department of Human Services,
and local sources. Local support 15 essential to the present and future of these programs, and allows the
programs to expand and better serve the senior citizen popalation in northeast Oklahoma.

Grand Gateway also assists the 70 mural fire departments in the service area by administering financial
asgistance programs, The Rural Fire Prodection Program Fund Act assists with the purchase of equipment and
teaiming of fire department personnel. The B0VE0 Program is @ competitive matching grant program, and the
Fural Fire Equipment Fevolving Fund helps the departments purchase firefishting supplies.

The Rural Economic Action Plan (REAP) 15 another way Grand Gateway helps revifalize small rural
towns, This grant helps finance improvements to water and sewer systems, fire protection, streets, housing
demolition, and building senior citizen centers, REAP has been very successful in aiding towns o keep up with
new technology and to meet and stay i compliance with federal mandates.

In the past ten years, Grand Gateway has assisted communities in the service arca to obiain over
SR 000000 in grants, They provide assistance with grant writing and help implement them once the grants are
acquired.

The main office iz located in Big Cabin at what was once the Big Cabin School, They alse have a
satellite office in Miami. For more information call, Grand Gatewsy at 1-800-428-4594, For information about
AAA services, call the Senior Info Line at 1-800-211-2116.

Information used in this story was found in an amicle in the *Northeast Connection,” a publication of Northeast
Oklahorma Electric Coop. Earnestine Helmick wiote the article,

Picture of dedication ceremonies for the tollgate at Big Cabin ( 1950s)
Ted Haney is the speaker,
Photo courtesy of George Jennings.
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Gene Autry Worked at
White Oak Depot

Simee starting this publication we have
leamed that Gene Autry worked at several of
the railroad depots in northeast Oklahoma,
Muost have heard the story about Will Rogers
“discovering” Gene at the Chelsea Depot. We
also leamed be worked at the Foyil Depot, and
now we've learned “The Singing Cowboy™
worked as a telegrapher at the White Oak
depot.

OB, Campbell recalled some of the
sfories aboul Gene working in the area in a
1977 issue of the Vinta Daily Journal. In the
article, White Oak resident Ted Shedlebar
shared his story about working with Gene.

Ted alse worked as a telegrapher
during the same tme as Awtry, Ted smd they
had a special association because T had
plaved the guitar all my life,”

“Ciene played the saxophone before he
did the guimar amd enjoved i, Ted zaid, 1
remember one time at Brostow, where we were
working, they made him check out of the hotel
because he was plaving his saxophone at all
hours of the dev and nght in s room and
dizturbing the other guesis.”

Ted added, “We were moved around
from place to place and gene ok up the
guttur  and  we  plaved topether  for  the
enjoyment of it, In December 1929 and
January 1930 we were working at the Frisco
Depot in White Oak. We roomed together at a
eatheer large rooming house at the end of the
street there, and ate at a lintle cafe across the
sireet.”

Ted smd he and Genme were in
Ciclahoma City when  Jimmy Rogers, the
famved western singer invited them o his
room,  “himmy gave Gene a ot of
encouragement 1o launch 3 singing career, It
wis spon after 1930 that he made hos first
record,”

[t was at the Chelsen Depot where
Autry got his greatest encouragement, A
customer overheard him and twld him he had
enough talent to get a job on the radio. That
customer was none other than Oklahoma’s
favorite son, Will Bogers.

Sgt Gene Autry




Ralph Terry

Falph Terry was bom in Big Cabin, and moved
to Chelsea at an early age. Ralph gradusted from Chelsea
High School in 1953, He began his Major League
baschall carcer i 1958&, with the Mew York Yankees. He
played 12 seasons with 4 different teams, and ended his
plaving carcer i 19%7. He could well have becn
remembered as the piicher who gave up Pittsburgh
Pirates” Bill Mazeroski™s winning home run in the 960
Waorld Series, but he redeemed himself with an All-Star
season in 1962, Highlighted by an outstanding World
Series, in which the Yankees faced the San Francisco
Criants, He got iz st World Senes wan in game 5, and
pitched a4 hat shutout in game 7. He was named Senes
MVP.

After leaving baseball in 1967, Ralph turned o
Priv Golfing, He was a Club Pro in Mew Jersey, When he
tsked 500 he joined the Seniors Towr and  camed
S250.000 in 1M events, He said it was a thrill to get to
play with some of his golfing sdols, such as Armnold
Palmer, Jack Wicklaus, and Lee Travino. In 19696 he
joined the Celebnty Players Tour and plays 100 to 12
events @ vear, (o raise money for chanty.

Ralph has 2 sons. Rate lives in Wichita and has 2
children, Mivia and Corbin. Gabe lives in Oklahoma
Caty, Ralph and his wife, Tamwyn, live in Lamed Eansas,
He said Kansas hos adopted him, and has been very good
tir b, bant he savs he will always be an Oklahoman ai
hert®
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White Oak Man Worked in Iraq

A little over a vear ago, White Oak’s Louis Nel was beginning his one-vear contract with Halliburton,
drving a wrecker used to recover povernment vehicles in Irag. Actually he worked for KBR (Kellogg-Brown
and Root), which is a subsidiary of Halliburton, Nel was an emplovee of Ellistt tracking when he leamed of the
Job in Irag.

Mow that he's back home, his family 1s breathing a sigh of relief. Nel's job in Irag was filled with as
mwch danger as any American soldier serving in the war torm country,

“Every time | went on a mission, | was escorted by American troops, driving Hummers,” Nel explained.
“My last months were spent at Mosul, where [ was shot at a number of times, 1 would just keep my head down
and 1 would drive fast so | would be a hard target 1o it

Before leaving for [rag, Nel was sent Houston for 12 days to be issued a military identification, receive a
background check, and get his passport in order,

With a job that carries lots of stress, and most dayvs working double digit hours, seven davs a week, it's
easv 1o see why Nel was given a 10 day pass every four months. Nel said the pay was good, and the first
580,000 they made was tax free, “IF” they staved the entire year. And that is what kept most of them there.

Before moving to White Oak, Nel was a native of South Africa, where his father had lived unnl jusi a
few weeks ago. Duning Nel's first leave, his wife, Tert and their son, Luke met him there. Duning his second
leave, he came home to White Oak,

Mel gave some examples of the most stressful sitmtions he faced, “The scariest mission was when a
truck traveling in front of me was hit in the back of the truck. You just keep on gomng, you don’t want to stop in
the kill zone and you will do anything to get out,” Mel said.

“We also recovered Iragr and Turkish trucks, which most had bodies m them. We had to wait untl we
got back 1o the base for the medics to remove them,™

Besides dodging incomimg fire whale traveling, Nel explained that their camps were mortared regularly.
“There were bunkers all over the place which we would run 10.”

MNel had only been back home a couple of davs when the dining facility was hit by a suicide bomber,
“There were four or five civilians killed who were under contract with Halliburton, and many soldiers were
killed and injured.”

Mel smid that the news just shows the bad stuff. “There 15 a lot of good bemng done.” He spoke of schools
and hospitals being built, and supplies being distributed o the Tragi people by American soldiers.

Mel sad the last & months he was there the temperature on o normal day reached 125 to 130 degrees and
at might it would dip to 85 to 9. They did have air-conditioned quarters.

Besides his own family, Nel is very thankful for his church family at the White Cak Baptst Church. He
said he owes them a great deal of thanks for their continued prayers while he was i Irag.
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Big Cabin Website

We have all heard the old saving, “One picture is
wiprth a thowsand  words,™ Former Big Cabin resident,
Creorge Jennings has created a website that has over | 600
pictures and newspaper clippings penaining to people and
places in Big Cabin. If that old saving is true, then George's
wichsite 15 a whaole library!

The website 15 hosted at MyFamilyv.com and to view
it, vou have to be a registered user of MyFamily. For those of
vl interested in checking it out, vou can contact Cieorge at;
georgepatty (i sheglobal. met (be sure to put Big Cobin website
in the subject line.

The vintage pictures of B Cabin used o this issue
are qust a small sample of what 15 on the website, Many
people from the area have shared old family photos with
Cieorge. Cieorge offers a CD of the data hosted on the site,
The CDg are 520 plus 51,50 shipping and handling.

Cieorge says, 1 have the entire web site in PDF files
s that all the photos and news can be serolled through,
There are 99 phodos per file, 16 files of photos. There are also
old photos of Vinita incleded. 1 am interested in any old
photos of Oklahoma towns, This has been a hobby of mine
since | started the web site i 1999 | don't infend to make
mongy, just recover some of my operating costs.”

Creorge and  his wafe, Patty live in Maronville,
Missoun, George was a 1959 graduate of Big Cakin, Patty and George Tennings

White Oak
Auto Repair

All types of Tire & Auto Repair

(918) 256-5984
Johnny Tune 103 S. Main

Owner Vinita, OK. 74301
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A Good Community
To Live In!

CHELSEA TERRACE

Call today
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR
Rental Office at (918) 789-5200
302 Charlotte Street, Chelsea, OK.

I Bedroom Apartments 2 Bedroom Apartments
724 SQ.FT. 924 80, FT.
$400.00 MONTHLY £450.00 MONTHLY

S200.00 DEPOSIT
Giround floor’ handicap accessible
Washer/dryer hookup
Paid: water, sewer, garbage, & lawn care
Provided: refngerator, stove, garbage disposal, & dishwasher

3 Bedroom House

One car garage
1101 sq.fi.
£537.00 monthly $350.00 deposit
Washer/drver hookups
Provided: refngerator, stove, garbage disposal, & dishwasher

SECTIHN & HOUSING VOUCHERS ACCEPTED E




Hometown
Heroes

We dedicate this issue of Hometown Oklahoma to everyone
in Big Cabin and White Qak who served our country. To
those currently serving, and those who served and retumed
home, we say a special “Thank You!” To the families of
those who didn’t make it home, we extend our heartfelt
sympathy.

Sergeant Millard Wade Farbro

As a member of the Amy, SGT
Farbro served our country until November
24th, 1967 in Binh Duong, South Vietnam,
He was 19 vears old and was marned
Millard died from small arms fire. Millard
was bom on February 3rd, 1948, He
attended White Oak schools,

SP4 Michael Lee Sloan

Private First Class Billy Lee Goins

Michael served our country until
March 29, 1968 at Hua Nghia, South
Vienam.  An - undetermined  explosion
killed him. He was 20 years old. He was
born in Big Cabin January 9, 1948,

Billy graduated from White Oak.
As a member of the Army, PFC Goins
served our country until December [1th,
1968 in Thua Thien, South Vietnam. He
was 19 vears old and was not married. He
died from small arms fire, Billy was bom
on September 26h, 1949,

Statue at the Vietnam War Memorial




Marine Injured During Second Tour in Iragq

Marmne Sgt. Jake Rhinehart, who was bom m Big Cabin and
ratsed m Yukon and Vinita, was serving his second tour i Iraq when an
improvised explosive device hit the armored vehicle he was a passenger
m. The meident happened July | of last year.

The blast Killed the driver, wounded two other Marines, and
tossed the burning vehicle 100 vards before it stopped rolling,

Jake suffered severe burns to more than 25 percent of his body,
had one kidney removed, suffered shrapnel wounds fo his foot, had
holes in his lungs, and had to have portions of his intestine removed. He
spent weks in an induced coma,

Jake's wife, Ehizabeth 15 also a Marine. They currently make
their home at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. The couple’s son, Brent
Alexander was born while Jake was n Irag. The first time Jake got to
see his son was through a hospital window,

Marine Sgt. Jake Rhinehart

When Jake awoke he had an open meision running from his sternum to his belly button, and
couldn’t sit up. Since that time he has undergone nine surgeries, many of them skin grafis. He continues to
improve and was able to return to work in November of last year

Jake said, “Tt T had to do it all over agan, [ wouldn't change a thing. I think that it's been worth 1t
I'm domng pretty good and ['ve done a lot of healing.” He also said, “My son has changed my life a lot,
I'm trying to get better so that [ can take care of him. The first time that [ saw him was through a window.
[t was very hard. T just wanted to go home and be normal.

Jake’s mother, Julia Roberts, visits her son at the medical center on a daily basis. "Everybody at
the hospital fold us not to fouch him," Roberts, from Vinita, said later, "But I had to touch him." "The
helplessness is the worst part," Roberts said. "The unknowing 1s what 1s scary. ... I keep thinking this is
just a bad dream, and we'll wake up at any time."

"lake has sacrificed what every other Marine, sailor, soldier and airman has sacrificed,” said
Elizabeth Rhinehart. "They've lost time away from their families. The birth of their children, a baby's first
birthday ... this is time they will never get back. ... Some have given their lives. | just look at it this way: If
1t wasn' hum, 1t would have been someone else. | thank God every day he 1s alive. So many are dead who
won't be coming back.”

The information used here was found m a November 1ssue of the Vinita Daily Journal, The story
was by Denton Thomason,

We at Community Links and Community Options of Chelsea would like to say a special thank you
to all the outstanding people serving our country! Our thoughts and prayers are with each of you!

Andrew Michael

Andy has been active
with the Army National Guard
since December of 199, when
he graduated from basic training
at Fort Benning, Georgia. He 1
atached 1o the 120° Engineer
Battalion out of Pryor. They are
currently — serving  under
Operation Iraqi Freedom,

He and his wife, Jennifer
have two sons, Newley and Levi
They live in Vinita. Andy is the
son of April and the late Arch
Ball, and brother of Josh Ball, He
is the son in law of Bob and
Imogene  Morgan and  Nancy
Markel,

The family s anxiously
awating his return home!




Big Cabin Man was W.W. 11
P.O. W,

While serving as a maching gun operatos
in World War I, Big Cabin resident Robert
Brown was shot down behind enemy  lines,
taken as o POW and forced to walk many miles
with American bombs dropping all around.

Brown's story appeared in the Jupne &,
2002 1zsue of the Vinita Daily Journal. He asked
that his story be dedicated w the memory of all
the men wheo lost their hves on D-Day, June 6,
1544,

Brown ean bBe found every Memorial
Day, placing flags on each veteran's grave,
including lis father's, who served in WW L

Robert and his family moved to Big
Cabin from Kansas City when he was 2 vears
old. “My dad’s parents were farming  in
Pensacola, so my dad, Carl Brown bought the
store in Big Cabin, called Carl Brown's General
Merchandise,” Brown said. “He was i business
there for 41 vears.™

Adfter graduating from Big Cabin High
School in 1943, Robert said he was drafied in
July amd gone i August.

He did basic training at Fort Sill, and
then was sent to flight school at Wichita,
Kansas. He said, *While | was i flight school,
they decided they had enough pilois, so they
sent me to punnery school in Las Vepgas. | was
trained to use a 50 caliber machine gun, then
sent to Alexandria, Louisiana.”™

Brown made one more stop in the U5,
al Camp Kilmer, N.J., before shipping oul o
join the 95" bomber group Horham, England.

While on a mission o destroy a
synthetic oil refinery, Robert was forced to bal
and ended up south of Berlin,

“We had 1o dooa lor of walking after
being taken as a prisoner of war. We met up
with somme Russian prisoners coming from the
east. There were about 27 of us traveling south.”

“They first took us to the Buchenwald
concentration camp,” Brown recalled wath a
slight tremile, “Hitler considered gassing some
L5, prisoners, but later changed bis mind, We
left there i the muddle of the night, walking of
course. What hindered us most was the ULS,
bombs. They were dropping real close.”

16

Fobert sand the next stop was a regular
POW Camp in Muremberg, “When the Americans
pot closer, we started walking south ull we got 1w
Moosburg in Bavana, necar the Alps. We did not
have much to eal, mavbe a couple of potatoes
between all of us, and just once ina while™”

With a big smile on his face, Robert said, “1
wis  Diberated  almost one  vear  after  D-Dav.
Afterward [ wisited Omaha Beach, where I-Day
oecurred, and 1t was gquite moving., Mothing had
been moved; there were obvious signs of the
bartle.”

As sopon as he could, Robert came home. He
said it took 45-00 davs hefore they got home. He
went e waork in his father's store for o while, He
has done various jobs arcund the Vinita area sinee
WW IL He and his wife, Shirley were marmied on
April 29, 1945,

“When we gol married, 1 was only 20, s0 we
had to po to Chetopa, Kansas, to get marred.
Tromically, Oklahoma law said [ had to be 21 w0 get
married, but enly 15 to go toowar.” Brown sand.

Fobert served two terms a Craig County
Assessor, before he retired.

e i

i kT .
Brown putting flag on his father’s grave

i
Robert



Remembering Milford *Santa
Clause™ Hanson

The White Oak resident was a friemd 10 many m
the Chelsen area, Affectionstely known as Al or Sania
Claus, many of his friends pever knew what lis fiest
name 'n.:ull;-' ik unlil he was murdered on Movember 9
1999, His body was found three days later, afier
Hanzon's som, Michael allegedly told an informant,
Tamera Guy, that he had shot his father and buried him
niear his home.

Craig County swthorities were made aware of
blilford Hanson's disappearance when his wife, Helen
Hanson, filed a missing person report on Movember 10,
[ttty

Aceording te court documents, Milford Hanaon
had been shot in the head six omes and had sstaned
apparent pickax wounds to his forehead, neck. back and
arm during the anack. His plastic-wrapped body was
found o makeshifi, shallow grave about 100 feet from
his house.

.8 m,"-:.:l1m]-|.‘||..1;r-e.:|; rmierder L'-l,;lrn'pl:l.inl wias filed
Movember 12, %99, m U5, Dsirict Court in Tulsa
apainst i3-year-old Michael L. Hanson, in the shooting
death of his &3-year-old FEther

Awthorities  became  suspicious  of  Michael
Hanson when the information he gave authorities didn't
miatch up with other evidence and statements given in
tee case, Officers painted the relationship between father
amcl som s stommy @l best, “The son had a hisl.-l,:lry -:,I-I'-:lﬂlj;
problems and little work history,” deputies said. ShenfT
Gieprge Vaughn described Bichael Hanson as “a kid
kind of floatn’ through life™

“Suspicions grew when he began flashing a lot
of money™ arcuncd, Vaughn said, Alse, Michae] Hanson
was driving his father's ‘prized possession,” a 2000
twsdel Ford pickup. “He didat want anvbody  else
drving that fruck — especially his son” Vaughn said,
Officers also noted that Milford Hanson's medication,
which he couldn't do without was lell bebind,

Michael Hamson didn’t hove o job, and 1t was
known that his father carmied a lot of moaey, Vaugln
s, When armested, Hanson had abost S300 on b
deputies said. He alse gave 3200 in 5100 bills 10 Guy o
keep for him, Craig County UndersherifT bMark Hayves
smd. Haoyes smid it was alse reported that Milford
Hanson was wearing ncarly 500000 wonh of insused
Jewelry, weluding 2 Relex watch, when be was killed
The jewelry was missing from his body when it was
found, officials said.

Craig County shenifs deputies, who amested
blichael Hanson on Movember 11, 19949, called the FBI
anel the Cherokes Maton's Marshal Service 0 take
Jurisdiction of the case after they leamed thar the
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Hansons are American Indians living on the family’s 120
acres of Indian-alloited land.

First Assistant LS, Attomey Scoit Woodward
said this was the first murder-on-Indian-land  case
pursued m U5, Dastnet Court in Tulss since the 199192
prosecution of Iimmy Gene Kelly Ir,

[ January of 2000, Michae]l Lee Hanson, 33,
plu;ul-e.:al,l Hllill.}' Iy & '-GIE.H,:I:,IHI.‘II'ELI:HTI.."I: murder rhargl.r as well
as to using o fireanmn during a crime of violence,

The secand-degree murder charge was offered as
an altemative in a Dec. 9 federnl indictment that also
confained a firsi-degree murder charge in conmection
with the killing his futher,

Assistant Federal Public Diefender JTack Schisler
conceded that the case was not exactly a "whodunit™ and
siid  there wps no reason to prolomg  the  case
unpecessarily. Schisler said the plea to second-degree
mirrder was about the best rewult Hanson could have
hoped for.

A fisst-degree murder conviction would have
required =t least o hife senfence, while the plea deal
allowed the possibility that someday Hanson  may
evenlslly be freed, Schisler said,

Aszistant U5, Attomey Tim Foerber sapd the
government agreed fo the second-degree plea hecawse
there  might  have  been problems  proving  the
premeditation that would have been required fo gain a
coaviction for fisst-degree murder,

Hanson cliimed that hs father was imbially shot
i e temple during a swregele over a gun, though he
admied xhnnlina,; him "several imes i the head” afier
that,

Federal prisoners are reguired fo serve af least
&5 percent of thewr sentences, Michael was sentenced to
35 years in prisoin.

The mformation vsed here was Foumd in several
articles published in the Tulsa World

Al wiih fricnds in Clelsea
Fhata courtesy of Rose Tavior



Omer Williams

Omer Earl Williams and his wife, Straucie
retired o Big Cabin in the late 19605, after Peabody
Coal Company purchased his farm west of Winita,
He 15 sull remembered by many in the Bix Cabin
and White Oak area.

Omer competed at rodeos in bareback brone
riding and bull nding. In 192% he won World
Championships in both events at Madison Square
Garden in New York, He was awarded a silver belt
buckle, Most of his life was spent raising cattle and
racehorses.

Omer was born in Swedeborg, Missour, on
February 28, 1896, Stravcie Lee Fields Williams
was born in Craig County on February 9, 1900,
They married on Octoher 21, 1916, They lived in
the Happy Hollow commumity. They celebruted
their 50 wedding anniversary there in 1966,

Their daughter, Dotha was bom Decembser
11, 1917, She marned Lundy “Tweet” Vaughan on
October 28, 1935, They had one son, Brice Leroy.
Dortha died June 14, 1977.

Brice Vaughan was an anist, specializing in
Indian art work. He was also a barber. Brice was
Killed in an awto accident on Highway 69, near his
home in Big Cabin on Auvgust 18, 1973, Brice had
one son, Bo Brice Vaonghan.

The Williams™ son, Walter Brice was born
on Movember 21, 1930, Brice became o jockey at an
garly age. Omer and Straucie enjoyed watching
their son mde. Brice and his wifie, Dons had two
sons, Brice Richard and Thomas Omer.

Due 1o illness Brice Williams retived 1o Big
Cabin with his family, m the late 19605, He diecd on
May 27, 1970 Brice's two sons moved e Ohio,
where their mother was origimally from.

Rrice amd his sizter, Dortha and her son,
Brice are buried at the Big Cabin Cemefery.
Strauwcie, who died 1973, and Omer, who died in
1992, are buried at the Fairview Cemetery in Vinita,

Omer spent his later vears at the Autumn
Mursing Center in Vinita where his son in law,
Tweet continued to see to his care,

The information wsed here was submitted by
Pat Williams and was vsed in the Craig County
History Hook.

MOTE FROM THE EDNTOR: Omer's
grandson, Brice was a dear friend of mine. [
recently domated a piece of his artwork o the
Eastern Trails Muscum. | think Brice would he

prowd that his work is on display there, Some of his
work 15 also on display at the Claremore Indian
Hospital, 1 can remember seeing some of his
paintings at the Clanton Truck Stop, when it was
still open.

[ remember megting Omer onge when he
and his grandson, Brice were out and about. They
made a very entertaining pair!

Omer and his son Brice are pictured with other
members of the Ymita Boundup Club in 1934,
Omer’s niece, Thelma Dome, furnished the photo.
OB, Campbell used it in an article for the Vinit

Daily Jowrmal.
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Fewr &1 Wour Archery Heads
huthorized Sales & Service

PSE Bows
Ciher Boeaws Aovallainda
Opes Mon-5al Sam io bpa
431656 E. 200ih Rd + Vinda
5% ol White Oak

256-1943
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Oliver Haynes

Oliver Haynes and his wife, Rachel spent over 49 vears in White Oak, before moving to Vinita. The
first couple of vears they were both teachers. They operated a general store from 1912 (o 1967, From 1937
until his death, Oliver served as a divector of the Fiest National Bank and Trust Company of Vinila.

Oliver and Rachel had one son, Oliver Maurice Haynes, Jr. who was killed Movember 19, 1944
while serving with the United States Army in Europe during WW 11 The Maurice Haynes Memaorial
Building, which houses the Vinita Public Library and the Eastern Trails Museum, was named in his honor.
Before entering the Army, Maurice was a letierman in baskethall at Oklahoma State Umiversity, playing
under coach Hank Iba.

Mr. Haynes was born October 20, 1887 in Vinita, He attended Willie Halsell College, He graduated
from the Cherokee Male Seminary, Tahleguah in 1910, His father was Dr. H.IP'. Haynes, a physician who
came 1o Vinita in 1881 from Dalton, Georgia, The Family moved to White Oak, then a thriving shipping
center for cattle and hay, in 1885,

Miver and Rachel married May 28, 1912, the same vear he opened the general store, Two vears
later he was named postmaster of the White Oak post office. He was appointed by President Wondrow
Wilson, Haynes held the position until his retirement in 1957, The post office was then closed after serving
the arca since December 1, 18EY,

Im 1961 Oliver and Rachel sold ther home im White Oak and moved to Vinita, He sold the store in
1967, Oliver died in 1971 and Rachel died in 1973, They and Maurice are buried at the Fairview Cemetery
im Vinita,

From the Histary of Craig County.

Since 1972 (918) 783-5227
Fax: (918) 783-56936

Quadity Line Truss
-

AN ZaN AN ZAN
Location Road 350-4 350 - Big Cabin

WALT BARLASS RT.1, BOX 4059
OWNER ADAIR, OK. 74330
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Big Cabin Lumber Yard

The first lumbervard was built aboat 1904 and was owned by Ray Foster and De, F.M. Adams, Tn 1904,
Willham F. Emersen bought shares in the business and about 1920 he and his son, B L., become sole owners of
the business, In 1984, the lumbervard was operated by the third generation of Emersons. This information was
found in Crung County History Book one.

In 1958 local businessman Sam Yeoman purchased the Lumbervard. He had been operating his Auto
Repair and Machine Shop since 1974 at his home on 2™ & Oak Streer in Big Cabin, He built his Tire Shop in
2001,

Samy was born and raised in Big Cabin, He is the son of Margery = Sloan”™ Yeoman, He is married 1o
Becky (Sears) Yeoman and they have two children, Stacey and Brandon, Mr. Yeoman was g 1964 praduate of
Big Cabin, He attended College at Pittshurg, Kansas and NLEOL at Miami, alse Okmulgee Tech. He was in the
Army and stationed in Vietmam from 1906 o 1968,

Mr. ¥eoman's daughter Stacey was of the last graduating class of Big Cabin in 1992 She 15 now the
Director of Finance ot the St Francis Hospital in {Broken Arrow Division), She attained this position af the
voung age of 26 vears. Her family 15 proud of this accomplishment. Their son Brandon operates their second
business, which is a Tire and Awto Shop in Pryvor, which they bought in 2002, Mrs. Becky Yeoman is the
Bookkeeper for both businesses, Sam has eight employees, four m each shop.

Sam would like evervone to be aware that not only do they provide good quality service in Auwta /
Machine Repair, but also do custom built Golf Cans,

We would to Thank Mr. Sam Yeoman for his information about Big Cabin History, details of his family
and business,

MOTE FROM THE EDITOR: Co-worker Debbie Mitchell recalls living in Big Cabin vears ago and
helping with Big Cabin Fioneer Days, She told us about Sam with his custom-bailt extended drill bit, which he
used o mix large contaimers of potate salad. Sam and his family along with others hke Stacy Guthne, Everett
Purcell, Spike Horton and many others worked long and hard 1o make Big Cabin Fioneer Dav a memorable
event!

MORGAN'S
AUTO REPAIR

We will get you going again

36 Years Experience Photos of Ted Haney courtesy of George Jennings
Turn West off Highway 62 in Big Cabin Haney's Filling Station in 1956, Pictured above
behind Convenience Store during WW [
Bob Morgan

Home: (318) 783-5643 _ Cell: (318) 693-3121 0




P.AML.S. Banner

Corrving on a tradition started by her mother,
10 years agoe, Angie MNail - Free can be found four
davs a week, &t PAMS Costom Products in White
Cak.

* Bom had worked for the Vinita Flag and
Apron Company when the Harlev's owned the
business,” Free explained. * She had always sewed
for us kids, and she would mend sl for the
neighbors, She decided she would like to try it on her
oty a8 well, make more money."

“I was involved with the business on and
of.,” Free said. ™ 1 am actaally a BN and have worked
af {::mig Gieneral Home Healih Ellj';pil:n,' amd Tor S
Froncis, Singe mom passed away on Dec, 5, 2003, |
have been a regular here.”

The company !'E.FH.'!I,ZI.H'I.FI..'H. n ﬂ.ags anid
banners for all cccasions, as well as, U5, State and
imilitary flags.

Locally, PAMS produced the spnng banner
for Vinita, which were turquoise with vellow flowers.
They have |'|r|:_||:||..||.'u-|_| many of the rodes banners,

There are four employees plus Free. At one
timie, modn had 1D employees. Mow we emploves one
full-time and three port time emplovess.”  Fres
explained. The one full-time employes, Lucy Duwell
has bszem with the COMPENY SHME Pam founcled .

= 0me time we hod o complete 160 banners
i bwo weeks, ™ Free said. © Usually we get orders fos
I- 6 or 1- B tlags which are customized. Once we had
a gontract b make 100 American flags for Arlington
Cemetery. PAMS also made the minbow  (lags
designed for the Chlahoma Cirv bombing,

Some of their lags have even boegn featured
i mamaes, and one even traveled intoe space with one
of the shuttle Mights.

“We often make an Oklahoma flag which
measured M feet by 60 Feet.” Free said. “We had one
flag measuring 30 fest by B0 feet and we had o ke
i 1o the Wihate Oak School Lym o :spn.".ﬂ,l 1 Gl Lo
make sure it was square, Onee the product was made,
this process was no longer pecessary.'”

“We hove made and sent many tlags o
Digney World” Free said. “Besides producing and
ship‘p‘ing ol nilj!p'i.. PAMS also has ﬂ.i:IEQ_ ﬂ.i:ll:_ 'pl:_|||;:-i..
flag and gorden stands svailable for sale ot their
location in White Cak.

PAMS Custom Products 1= the first building
on the right when you enter White Oak, coming from
Vimile, You can reach them by '|;:-|1-;,|-11|: al 918258
4777,

We would like to Thank Angie Free fol
sllppl}-‘ing thes article pnrll-e.:d i the Jummry 28, 2005
Vimita Joumal,
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R.E.M.O. AMBULANCE
SERVICE

Fural Emergency Medieal Chrganeation was
cstablished im 1982 as a velunteer service. The funeral
homes were no longer geing to respond o emergency
colls, Ambulance services were something new fo
EVETYOIE,

The service in Big Cabin was established by a
handful of people. They raised money by holding
benelt  dinners  and  through  donstions,  REMO
purchazed ther first ambulanes i 1981, which wos
1969 Suburban. In 1982 REMO become licensed
through the state as a basic ambulance service, At this
time REMO had only volunteers to staff the ambulance,

REMO  survived ooly  through  granis,
donations, memberships, and billimg, All of which come
from the people of Big Cabin. The people of Big Cabin
have always been the top supporters of REMOL In 200k
REMO received a grant tor the purchase of o new
armbulance. Which is still in wse oday.

In December of 2003 when Craig County was
faced with not having an ambulance service REMO
rm_-'p'p-e.u,l in amd answered the call w |'||.'|r.| il |;_||1|;|.I the
gitizens of Big Cabin, but also the people of Crmg
County.

In 20k they expanded o Vint, In Apnl of
2004 the service was approved for individual ALS
protecols for advanced medics. [n Juse they were able
to purchase another ambulonce fo help cover the heavy
call volume. REMO is now currently rusning owt of
Vimita and Big Caban, with the desire 1@ place another
ambulance somewhere else in the county. REMO, prior
to 2004, was averaging approximaiely 50 calls a year.
REMO 15 currently rumning approximately 50 calls per
mioath.

Altheugh, REMO has expancled throughow the
county and not just serving the town of Big Cabin, they
will always semember who supported them throwg ot
the years, and to those people (the citizens of Big
Cabin) they say, ® THANE YOU!™

D

P.A.M.S Custom Products
A0 E. Hewy 65
Wirita, i, 7431
B1E-258-47T7 Fax: 818-250-4770
Maonday - Thuraday 800 a.m, - 430 pm

Speciakeng i Bags and banners for all Gocassons

Flags and Banners

Also available: LS., State, and idillitary

jlanct compams e @ljiinct coem




P.AM.S. Banner

Corrving on & tradition started by her mother,
10 years age, Angie Mail - Free can be found four
davs a week, o PAMS Costom Prodects n White
Cak.

* Bom had worked for the Vinida Flag and
Apron Company when the Harley's owned the
business,” Free explained. ™ She had always sewed
for us kicds, and she would mend sl for the
neighbors, She decided she would like to try it on her
o, ad well, make mose money."

“I was imvolved with the business on and
off,” Free said. * 1 am actuallv a BN and have worked
af l'.::r.lig Gieneral Home Health El-l,:a'pil:n.' amd for S
Froncis, Since mom passed away on Dec, 5, 2003, ]
have been a regular here.”

The company e-;.pm;l.ah.ﬂ..'r. n ﬂ.ags and
hanners for all cccasions. as well as, U5, State and
imilitary flags.

Locally, PAMS produced the spnng banner
for Vinita, which were turquoise with vellow flowers.
They have |'|r|:_||:||..||.'u-|_| many of the rodes banners,

There are four employees plus Free, “Ad one
time, o had 1 employees. BNow we emploves one
full-time and three port time emplovess.” Fres
explained. The one full-time employee, Lucy Duwell
has bszen with the COmpany sie PFam Touncesd o,

= Ome fimee we hod 1o complete 160 banners
iy pwo weeks, ™ Free said. * Usaally we get orders fos
I- 6 or 1- B flags which are customized. Once we had
a contract to make 100 American flags for Arlington
Cemetery. PAMS also made the minbow  flags
designed for the (O lohoma City bombing,

Somee of their flags have even been featured
i manaes, and one even traveled into space with one
of the shuttle Mights.

“We often make an Oklzhoma flag which
measurad 3 feet by 60 feet” Free said. “We had one
flag measurimg 30 fest by B0 fisst and we had to ke
it 1o the White Oak Schonol v spn,".al 1 Gl L
make sure it was square. Once the product was made,
this process was wo longer necessary.”

“We have mode and sent many tlags fo
Disney World” Free said. “Besides producing and
shi'p'p'ing ol ﬂuj!p:.. PAMS also has ﬂ.al'» ﬂ.i:ll:_ 'Pl:,lll,."!'i..
flag ond garden stands svailable for sake ot their
location in White Cral.

PAMS Custom Products is the first building
on the right when you enter White Oak, coming from
Vinile, You can reach them by 'ph-:,ml: al 918258
4777,

We would like to Thank Angie Free for
sllpply‘ing this article prlrll-e.:d i the Jammry 28, 2005
Vit Joumal,
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R.E.M.O. AMBULANCE
SERVICE

Fural Emergency Medical Organreation was
established in 1982 as a velunteer service. The funeral
homes were no longer going o respond 10 emergency
colls, Ambulance services were something new to
£V ETY0IE,

The service in Big Cabin was established by a
handful of people. They raised money by holding
benelit dinners and  through  donations,  EEMO
purchozed ther first ambulonce in 1981, which was
1964 Suburban. ln 1982 REMO become licensed
through the state as a basic ambulance service, At this
tirne REMO had enly volunteers to staff the ambulance,

REMO  survived only through — grants,
denations, memberships, and billmg, Al of which come
from the people of Big Cabin. The people of Big Cabin
have always been the top suppoerters of REMO. In 2046
REMO recerved a grant tor the purchass of o new
armbulapce. Whicl is atill in wse today.

In December of 2003 when Craig County was
faced with not having an ambulance service REMO
e-'.1|:p'|;:-e.u] in oamd answered the call o |'||.:|r.| 1l |:_||1|;|.I the
citizens of Big Cabin, but also the people of Crmg
County.

In 200k they expanded o0 Vimta, In April of
204 the service was approved for individeal ALS
protocols for advanced medics. In June they were able
1o purchase another ambulance to help cover the heavy
call volumse. REMOY is now currently rusning owt of
Wimita and Big Cabin, with the desire 10 place another
armbulance sormewhere else in the county. REMO, prior
o 2004, was averaging approximately 50 calls a year.
REMO 15 currently munning approximately =0 calls per
micath.

Altheugh, BEMC has expanced throughout the
county and not just serving the town of Big Cabin, they
will always remember who supported them throwglout
the wears, and to those people (the citizens of Big
Cabin) they say, ® THANE YOU!H™

D

P.A.M.S Custom Products
A34305 E. Hewy 66
Vinita, Ok, 7430
B18-258-477T Fax: 818-256-47T0
Monday - Thursday B00 &.m, - 430 pm

Speciakeng n Bags and Banners for all Gocassons

Flags and Banners

Also available: LS, State. and pdllitary

jlanct. com'pams pard juinc] com




Eunice Alred
Route 66 Historian

Eunice Alred of Vinita witnessed the paving
of the gravel rosd that would become known
throughout the world as Route 66, It was 1933 when
she moved to White Oak with her mother, sister and
two brothers. Her mother had marred  1W.
Copeland and relocated her family o his home in an
arca behind what 15 now 15 known as Hanchers
Convenience store in White Oak,

The paving work depended on manpower
and crude eguipment. “There were no bulldogers
available back then,” said Alred. “We would sit on
the porch and watch our neighbors bring in horses,
slips and plows, .. anything that would move some
of the dirt. It did not matter.”

They broke up the gravel road soil and then
smoodhed it to make way for the “batch men.™

A “load of batch™ was what they called a
lpad of concrete, Delivering the concrete created a
problem for the “batch men,” as they came from
surrounding areas and needed a place to stay at
might. Mrs. Copeland decided to offer room and
board o these men,

“She probably did not charge much moere
than %5 a month and 50 cents a meal,” Mrs, Alred
said. “We had a big, old porch and Mom put five
army cots out there, They covered the screen with
camvas 1o protect them from the elements. We also
used an old garage the men cleaned wp. They put
oite of Mom's old mgs on the floor and stayed out
there some.”

Adter the road was paved Mrs. Alred said,
“Oh my goodness, 10 was wonderful 1o get i our old
car and get up on that new conerete and drve. It was
nice and smooth, You didn’t bamp up and down.”

Eumice Alred was excited about the 2004
International Tulsa Rouwte 66 Festival, held June 10-
13, The event drew thousamds through Vinita

“Winita has an herrloom running througeh i,
which evervone should be prowd of She told the
story about the paving of the route. Mot everyvone
can boast that they have hamd prints under the
asphalt on the original conerete of Boute 667

We would like to thank Eunice Alred for the
information and pictures provided for the history of
White Oak. Eumice also shared some fanuly
information and photos with vs. We found the siory
of her sister, Mary Gallaway guite interesting and
worth sharing with our readers,

OKLAHOMA ROUTE 66

Eunice Alred E-AHOY,
Historian

Carmrie Copeland shown here at the age of 102,
Born 1894-Died | 998




Mary and Waylon Gallaway

Thesze two ‘little people” may have been small in stature, but there was pothing little about their spirit,
determination, and accomplishments!

Waylon, who was born in Texas, attended Vinita High School for a brief pericd. It was there he met
Mary. Mary grew up in Vinita and White Ouk. She was the davghter of James and Carrie Richardson Copeland.

The couple married in December of 1945, The wedding was held in the Texas State Senate Chamber,
Covernor Coke Stevenson and many other state dignitaries were in attendance

Every member of the wedding party was a nudget. Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Clifton were in attendance.
Mrs, Clifton served as a bride’s masd, and Mr, Clifton gave the bride away, Johnny Clifion was the original
Buster Brown of Buster Brown Shoes! (See photo below)

The wedding was also taped and shown nationally, back in the davs when movie theaters started the
show with newsreels.

In 1943 Waylon started working as a Senate messenger in the Texas State Capitol Building. He later
teansferred to the mailroom in the Secretary of State"s office, He served a total of 17 Secretanes of State. In
1947 Mary went to work as telephone operator in the Texas State Senate. The Galloways retired in 1972,

Waylon and Mary were talented people. Waylon as an artist, and Mary was an accomplished seamsiress.
Thev both worked m ceramics.

At Waylon and Mary™s 50° wedding anniversary celebration an old friend came and entertained. That
friend was Jake Hess, Hess was an orviginal member and lead singer of the Statesmen Cuarten, In 1963, Hess
formed The Impenals, who sang backup on gospel albums for Elvis Presley. [t has been said that Jake was one
of Elvia™ Tavonie singers. {See photo below)

The couple shared 54 vears together. Mary died on May 6, 2000, { Photos courtesy of Eunice Alred)
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Ultimately, MocDonald was convicted o the
murder of Epps. He received a life sentence and was
himself murdered in 1978 while in prison. Pugh was
not convicted in the Epps murder but was found goilty
in the murder of Arlis Delbert Self, another grand jury
witness. Pugh remains in prison in McAlester.

Epps' remains were buried in Sapulpa on Feh.
27, 1971, Among the 150 who attended the funeral
were LLE, Fep, Ed Edmondson, District Court Judge
Bill Hoyworth of Muskoges, former state Sen. Everett
Colling of Sapulpa, and city and county law
enforcement officials.

Despite her reputation as a lawbreaker who had
served time, she maintained a fmendly relationship with
several lawmen.

There were reports, after she had  been
sentenced on a bootlegging charge and placed in the
Tulsa Jail in the 'S0s, that she never was locked i her
cell, Beports were that she had “the run of the jail™ and
that she went home ot night and reported back carly in
the moming.

Born in Arkansas, she moved to Oklahoma in
the mid-1920k, She obfained a college education at a
time when most men and women doopped ool of school
before high school. She taught school in Wagoner and
Creek counties,

Epps married a Tulsa attorney  but  Later
divorced him because she belicved that he drank too
much. She married a second tme, 1o a bootlegrer.

A close friend said Epps "was always strictly
against whisky, But when her hushand stared selling
it, she decided, *to hell with it,” and got in it all the
way. That's the way Cleo was. She was either in or
ot "

According to Creek County court records afier
her death, her estate included 13 pieces of rural real
estate, more than 1,500 acres, worth almost $250, 000,
and 34 morigages and notes valued at 5432000, Her
toal estate was listed at 3740,452, She had no chaldren.
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