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Chouteau Chumber r.:rf Cﬂmmerre

and was All-Southwest Conference two consecuive ‘HE.'EIE he]me the
Razorbacks to a second-place fimsh m the College World Series m 1979.

In 1979 Jolmny was the 12 round smateur draft pick of baseball’s
Houston Asfros.

The Pittshurgh Pirates acquired Johnny along with pitcher Randy
Niemarm and outfielder Kevin Houston. Rav was not only a shck fielder bt
alzo a sohd hitter. In iz rockie season of 1982, he plaved 1n all 162 games for
the Prates, hat 281 and was The Sportmg News Nahonal League Roclae of the
Year.

Stll modest about iz accomplishments, today Ray clams thiz early
success came a3 a surprise even to himself "It was nothmg that I expected.”
said Ray. "You are yust glad to get to the big leagues and to be able to start and
plav every day. That's all I was really worred zbout. I didn't really expect all of
the accolades.” {Contmued on nect page)




While the Piates were shdmg m the
standmps after wmnmg the 1979 World Senes,
such familm names a: Stargell, Dme Parker and
to the-rf:-c;kie—

“It was good for me,” samd Rav of the
veteran leadership. “They taught me a lot about
the game and 2 lot about thmg: outside of
baseball ™

“It was pood to be around those
mdriduzls. They talked to me a lot, especilly
Pops’ [Stargell], and just filled me in about Lfe.
They kmew how to play and they tught me how to
play the game Just showmg up evervy day to
compete and play 13 one thing I really learned
from them.”

“T was from a small commumity and to
come up to Pitsburgh and these major crhes, they
taught me a lot about how to handle myself™

By 1984 the Prrates had sunk to the bottom
of the NL East standimgs, a posthon they would
occupy for the next three seasoms. Despite the
poor play of the team Ray hit over 300 durmg
both the 1984 and 1986 zeazonz, and combmed
with teammate Tony Pena to offer Pittsburgh fanz
a 1ay of hope.

“The Famly' zimesphere was startmg to
get broken up and the veteran guys were getting a
Iftle clder,” zmd Ray. “They were loclang for
zome fresh blood. Tony Pena and I were comuing
up &t the time and we were just enthusizshe about
playmg.”

Despite iz own success, Ray savs it was
never easy to hendle the constant losmg. “Tt was
tough,” he sad. "Your objective at that ime 12 to
win. That's the only thing vou really think about™

‘Tt was very frustratmg. They were
breaking up the 'Famih at the time [Pena and ]
Were rea]h geftmg estabhsh&d and it was tough
becanse the guys were geting older and they had
to brmg m new blood. Tony and I were the cnlyv
two reme::uzab]e names at the time and we ]ust
had to ﬁEht through 1t and pust play.”

After appearmg m 123 games for the
Prrates in 1937, Ray was traded to the Califorma
Angelz. He would p]ai three mere zezsons with
California and ezrn his lone All-Star selection
1938, but it was s tme m Pitsburgh that he
cherizhes to thiz day.
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Johnny Ray baseball card

Photos and article about Johnny were found con the
web site wow mlb.com. Ed EaElE who 1z the site
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Johnny Ray led the Prates m uts four
tmes durmg his seven seasonsin Prttsburgh and
committed only 118 emors m 1227 Maoer
League games at second baze. He alzo appeared
m 40 games az an outfielder and eight az a
designated hriter.

Ray retred m 1990 with a 290 battmg
average over 10 big league seasons He
appeared m over 130 games durmg seven of
those campaigns and remams most proud of his
durability .

“Longevity, consiztency, staving healthy
and commg out to play every day — I thmk all
evervday plavers strive to be that way,” sad
Ray. “The cnly thmg I didn't get to do was play
m 2 World Senes and I thmk a lot of players can
relate to that ™

“But I just went out there every day and
tried to compete and be conzistent That's one
thmg I pnide myzelf on.™

Johnny had opporfumties to go mto
coaching after retirement, but was never really
mterested. “That's a case where 1t's not how
much vou kmow, but whe vou Imow. Besides, |
nmﬁ“&mm“ﬂeﬁﬁmnhﬂtﬂhm
voute plaving voute away from vour family
more than panple realized. Children ETOW up
fast encugh, and I didn't want to miss anv more
of thet Besides, the fravel gets old after a
while.”

In 2003 Johnmy was asked if he ever
thought about how much money he would be
makmmg if he were playmg today. He zad, *1
came zlong 10 or 11 vears too early. Teday, you
haie 231] ]:Litters who are makmg 32 mulhon.
nﬂemmmmmmuﬂhmamehﬁﬁhi
they'd be malang. I'm a former player and I
believe in guvs gefimg what they can, but when
mqmemﬂgihmﬂmﬂmmapg s}
crazy.”

Teday, Ray rezides m iz hometown of
Chouteau, with iz wife Tammy and children
Johnny, Jr. and Jasmme. No longer worried
about stealmg bases or turming the double plav,
he nowrevels m the hie of a dad.

“T'm qust bazically relaxing and enjovimg
my retired hfe with my family " said Ray. “Tm
just watchng my family grow and enjoving
life.”

JOHNNY RAT
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Chouteau

St : ...séene arij'

Enown as Prvar’s Creek, becoming a post office on August 19, 1869, At that time the postmaster was Rufus N.
Denton. Later, m 1371, when the ralroad crossed Indian Temntory, the post office wa moved a few milez south
of 1tz onigmal location and the name chanped to Chopteau, The postmaster then was Edwin Archer.

Mrz. Sallie Freeman Maves has a copy of a letter written November 27, 1912 from the Post Office
Depariment m Washmgton, D. C. appomtmg Leland C. Freeman as a rural mal camer for Route 2 out of the
mail service. Mr. Freeman s route was 21.5 miles long and his annmal salary was $000.

An mportant thoroughfare was the Texas Foad, which passed to the east of %ﬁ. Valentme
Gray, who was Mrs. Alma Crockett’s stepfather. lived on the Texzs Foad, raismg hogs an mg pork to the
travelers. He house wa about two miles north of the present Grand Fiver Bnidge where 1t crosses Highway 33.

In 1871, the Missouri, Kansas, Texas Railroad was crossing Indian Territory and had reached Prvor’s
Creek (Chouteau). At cne pomt, Choutean was the termmus. Generally, the railroad followed the route of the
Texaz Road. The first depot burned m 1920 but was rebuilt the following vesr. When the railroad began to lose
buzmess, the depot was shut down. It staved vacant for several vears and m 1974 1t was announced that the cld
depot would, have to go.

The Chamber of Commerce, the Javeees, and the City Council worked to save the old landmark. The
had planned to moved it to the City Park but the askmg price was too high to consider bids and Mr. Marshall
Franks was the lngh badder. It sits on his property SE of town and can be seen at pomts along 33-69 Highway.

president of the bank and M E, Adkms was the vice-president. The cashier was Mr. W. E. Samuel. The old bank
building =hll stands on the comer south of the post office.

Farmerz and Merchantz Bank was organized m 1908 with a capital stock of 523,000. It had a swplis of
$3300 and mdridual depesits, which totaled 3735,000. The bank buildmg 1= still standing on Mam Street actoss
from the Pubhc Service buldmg. Today 1t honses a day nursery.
lav the groundwork for a bank to be located at Chouteau, After much opposition, therr efforts finally succeeded
and on March 26, 1968 a charter was pranted for a state bank to be established here. Today the Bank of
Commerce 13 located just west of the old Farmers and Merchants builldmg on Mam Street
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stock company had been formed and shares were zold at
525 each. About 23 citizens of the town bought ane or two
shares but with doubt about the success of the venture
The real estate frm of Henmigh and Crockett

furmished the balance of the money required for mstallahion
of the service. The firm later bought the cuktanding shares
and operated the system untl 1t wa zold to Mr. Jess Kmg.
After zome time, a system was zet up at Ingla Imkmg the
two towns with telephone service. Afte some time sz
svstam was set up at Ingla Imkmg the two towns with
telephone service. o

The Choptean Commercial newspaper  was
establizshed m 1904 and publiehed weekly by H. M Butler.
An ad appearmg m a 1903 copy of Chontean Commercial
Apped amounced that Harden Mercantile Company was
holdmg a “Grest Spong Sale”, enablmg vou to tuy new
dress Emds of zoiesette, mohair huster, pcphns p&rcales
and gmghams Te every lady visitng the store onthat day, a
nice bock of neadles and to every man a cake of the
celebrated Glycerm Ta Soap free of charEE

Pn{:Cmek Iul‘J'{lE thepaperms zold to Hemqgh and
Crockett Real Estate. It continued as a parmerzhip unhl
1914 when Crodeett bought Hennigh's share. It contmued m
operation with hired help or bv bemg leased to others.
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Hazel Crodeett Bonecutter operated of
for about a vear until David Crockett took
charge. He contmued & operator throughout his
high school vears, it was when he went away to
E-D]]-EEE it was leased to W. R. Harper. After
E-D]]-E:EE Daud msumed operanon Later he
expanded the busmess by purchaing the Adar
Citizen In 1941 Dick Elam bought the Herald
and the Citizen and conschdated them wath the
Pryver Demeocrat. The publicahons were moved
to Prvar and combmed mito one paper, the Pryor
Dby Times.

Barb - Wire
Farm & Ranch Fencmg

Brown’s Fence Builders

30 years Expenencem MN.E. Ok

Free On Sight Estimate
9184766054 or 6390064
Jezz Brown, Ohmer




The Chnutfau G*ram Elevator estab]lsh&d itz

pmﬁta]::'];a busimess. Maves -Cﬂu.ﬂtj.' “as we]] suted tE:
the gmwing of com, wheai__ cats, cotton, timothy,

_____

s&ad per acre. It contimued by mmE that “You can
always have a good market for vour gram here” The
elevator was destroved by fire on November 19, 1936,
It was rebuilt much more modemn than before.

C. Hayden, M E. Ad]s:ms W.E. Grant, WD. Iumer
and 33 others signed  the petihon as]ﬂnE for
mecorperation.

County  Commissioners  signmg the
mcorporation papers were Dr. W. C. Brvamt of
Choutezu, RE. Delozier of Adajr, and L.C. Harrison,
County Clerk of Pryer.

The first chairman of the town board was TL.
Snoderass and the fost town Cletk wa H. AL Beths.
The frst Justice of the peace was WE, Grant Dr
Brvant was the first county commissioner to be elected
affer statehood.

Teday 2 Beard of Trustees governs Choutean
and the Board elects the Mavor. The town i daded
mto 3 wards.

By January 4, 1910, Ordmance 13 granted a
franchise for gas to serve Chontean. On December 16,
1910, Ordmance 24 was paszed governmg the size of
pipe and the pipmg of gas mto the homes.

Gas was to be furnished free of charge to the
city for lights and hest m the Ciy Hall and for
streethghts, not to exceed 3 hights. The hghts were to
be extinguished when not needed. A 53.00 deposit was
requored of esch consumer. Teday the town of
Choutezu buvs gas from Cklahoma Natural and in tum
sells it to the citizens.

The franchize grantng the Pubhe Service
Apnl 20, 1926. The company ‘moved itz offices from
Prvor to Choutesu m 1932, Keith McDonald was
district manager zt that tome.

The Chouteau office serves customers as far
west az the Verdignz River, 4 or 5 miles bevond
Locust Grove on the east, south to Brushy Creek, and
north of Highway 20 from 3 to 6 miles, excluding
Prvor.

The zewer svstem was made pessible by a

sizeable sum of money from the estate of the late
W. A. Grzham of P'I"i.{!'I The zystem began m
1957 and was mmp]eted m 1938, What the
money from the estate faled to cover, the ciy
voted bonds to make up the difference.

In 1935 Chouteau busmessmen decided to
organize & fire department Smee funds were not
avallzble to estabhizh it an 11-vear old farm truck
with a 1944 motor was fixed up with a water tank,
fire fightimg equipment, and a group of veolunteers
to fight fire. The total cost was 54100, The first
fire chief was W.E. “Red” Capehart. He had 10

vohmteer firef Ehters




In 1914 Joe C. Lndzey and Will A. Crockett
were delegates fo a meetmg m Silpam Springs,
Arkcanzas to see what could be done about a road from
Tulza o Siloam Spongs. In arder to get to therr
deshnahun the two men traveled by way of Wazoner

Al gl

He hminuthned how a road mu]d be bult fmm east
to west, passmg through Kazaz Leach Roze, Locust
Grove, Chopteau, Ingla, and on to Tulsa. At fist, the
saving a roal could not be put through that l’l]]]‘i.f
country and would have to be built farther north
through Pryer and Claremere.

After much discussion, it was agreed that the
map would be studied carefully, and the two men
were allowed to present ther plans to the meetmg.

The meetng, onigmally zet for 1:30, was
delaved until 2:00 when the delegate from Tulsa
arrived. E. E. Guthrie had left Tulsa at 6:00 am and
had traveled over the northem route by war of Prver.

After a generzl dizeussion, the route plan was
umanmouzly adopted especially after the experence
the Tulsa delegate had m reachmg Silpam Sprmgs!
The highway was to be named the Whute River Trail.

E
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The meetng, ongmally szt for 1:30, was
delaved mhbl 2:00 “when the delEEate from Tulsa
arrived. E. E Guthrie had left Tulsa 2t 6:00 2m. and
had traveled over the northern route by way of Prvar.

After a general dizcussion, the route plan wa
unanmowsly adopted, especially after the expenence
the Tulsa delegate had m reachmg Siloarp Sprngs.
The highway was to be named the White River Tral.

There were no pubhc finds avalable o0
busmessmen zlong the route coniributed money and
work to get it praded, marked and opened for use.

y  Flowery

3 Vano

Naney Swafford, Owner

918.476.5245

PO. Box 23

43 E. Main Street
Choureau, OK 74337

Telaflora Wire Service




In 1211 the name of the highway was changed
to Highway 11. It wan't easy keepmg Highway 11
open and association was formed to see that it was not
declared a dead 13sue. Crockett was elected president
of the association and C.A. Border of Tulsa was
SECTEtary- reasurer.

In 1929 the name wa changed from Highway
11 to “Amronwhead Route”™ Today it 13 kmown as State
Highway 33, stretching across Oklzhoma, and one of
the most heavilv fraveled mghways m the state. Hiz
farmly has preserved the cngmal map drawn by Mo
Crockett.

In 1952 a group of busmesmen and cizens
met to discuss the need for an crgamzation to promote
the commercial, industrial. and cultural mterests of
Chentezu and s trade area.

Chamber of Commerce was founded and a zet of by-
laws drawn up. Officialz elected at that hme were:
President - J. H. Brown, Sec - Treas—H. J. Patterzon,
and an executive board of zix members.

The Grav and Adkms Mercantle Co. began
busmess m 1896 with a capital of 59,000 In the vear
1900 they put m 2 three-stand cotten gm with 2
capacity of 30 bales per day. This was the first gm to
be put thiz far north.
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Farmers began to grow cotton and the
crop became very profitable m thiz part of the
state. In the season of 1911 the firm handled
537 {H:H]nﬂrth nfm’ft{m Other cotton gms were

skahngnnthem of some of these gm ponds.
There was a lvery stzble where the Guy
Willizms house now stands and just north of that
Arch Devers had a blacksmith shop. Hiz shop
was behind Dr. Brvant’s office, wiich faced
Mzm Street Scuth of the old Farmerz and
Merchants: Bank bwldmg was another hvery

stable operated by John Eendure.

J.D.’S
— CHOUTEAU
= AUTO REPAIR

SOUTH HIGHWAY 69
CHOUTEAU, OK 74337
918-476-6027




Chouteau, being a catfle town, built a fence around its limits to keep the cattle out. Gates were
converienfly located and parents escorted their chil dren safely to and from town Many early cifizenslived
in tents outside the town and they al so built fences to keep the cattle out Many beautiful hom es took the
places of the tents.

IL. Baugh and G. D. Bonecutter were real estate dealers in Chouteau One of their ads in the
ChouteauHerald listed 140 acres “allin cultivationexcept 1§ acres under fence, two tenanthouses. Grand
Rrverbottom land, 4 milesfrom town, 35.000.” B augh was a Cherckeelndian having beenbom and raised
here. and B onecutter had come from the state of Kansasto Choutean,

From the Chouteau Herald, 1911: “To sell or trade for land. a Brush automohile in good condition
Perry Lumber C omparry.”

In the same paperthis aricle by Clay Fobbins “In_ 1834 Ileftllinois, came west to grow up with
the coumnfry. From 188410 19031 wotkedasa cowhand for other people and [ saw some pretty roughfimes
At that time the counfry was all open and nofhingto break the north wind ex cept a few batbed wire fences.
In 1905 [ went to wotk for myself, taking a lease from Abe Keys andfamily. [ am glad to say thatl livein
Mayes County.”

About 15873 the government set land for the Chouteau Cemetery aside from public property
belonginz to the Cherokees.

Chouteau lost several of the older buildings in 1983, when a fire destroved a full blodk in the
downtown business disnct.

The inform at1on used for this article was found in the Mayes County History book. We encourage
readers to visit the Pﬂnr I_ihra.ﬁ, and go t*tmu.-:_'h 1hi5 boak, as it has a lot mote details about eady

M, B9 Drive-Tn

ﬁ’mg 69 Soutt {?f’?aaf.!‘rﬂa. /S G15-476-5724

918-373-0388 cell Jacqueline Jackson
918-476-8882 fax Manager




Chouteau Now

Under the direction of Mavor Jerry Floyd
and the Board of Trustees, the cify of Chouteay
has flourished. The Board members are: Brenda
Cunmingham Kaflyy Withie, Tonya Yoder, and
Tina Croft Gloria Berreit is City Clark, City
Treasurer is Willa Tripp, Court Clerk is Potia
Van Hom, and Cherry Dry is Deputy Court
Clerk. Other city officials are: Street Supervisor—
Keith Harnis, Building Inepector — James Dunn
CEMD - Zack Jackson.

NCﬁm% 1z on the verge of major
development with plans for housing addihons and
expansion of the business distnict along Hehway
69, which runs through the main part of town.
Many mmprovements and uperadss have been
made in the cify due to grants and donations from
the private secior. A new fire stabion was builtat
no costio the City.

Chouteau has 17 volnteer fire fighters
who are fully framned as First Responders. The
Fire Chisf is Tad Key. The @pﬁ?ﬁs rurl
with a 5100000 annual budget They have three
1,300 GPM pumper trucks, two fanker trucks,
bwo grass rigs, and a new Bescue Unit

The Chouteau Police Department consists
of Police Cm Shrum and seven flltime
officers, one part m’“&‘ﬁ’m and four mzerve
officers who are Cleet Ceritfied. Many of the
officers are hifle Tﬁg?ue baseball and foofball
coaches.

K-0 officers and the School Resource
Officer do presenfations on drug education,
school =afety, problem solving techmiques, and
drivers educaion. They wvisit many schook

| throughout Mayes County:

The populaion of Chouteau iz
approximately 1,947

10

JACKSON CLIP COMPANY
SUPPORTSCHOUTEAU/MAZIK
COMMUNITY



Come and Check Us Out!

CHELSEA TERRACE

Call today
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR

Rental Office at (918) 789-5200
302 Charlotte Street, Chelsea, OK.

| Bedroom Apartments 2 Bedroom Apartments
124 S0.FT. 924 50Q. FT.
$400.00 MONTHLY $450.00 MONTHLY

$200.00 DEPOSIT
ground floor/ handicap accessible
washer/dryer hookup
Paid: water, sewer, garbage, & lawn care
Provided: refrigerator, stove, garbage disposal, & dish washer

3 Bedroom House
One car garage
1101 sg.ft.
$£537.00 monthly $350.00 deposit
washer/drver hookups
Provided: refrigerator, stove, garbage disposal, & dish washer

An Equal Housing Opportunity
— SECTION 8 HOUSING VOUCHERS ACCEPTED
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Hometown
Heroes

We dedicate this issue of Hometown Oklahoma to everyone in Choweanwhe served our country. To those currently serving, and

thase who served and retirned home, we say a special “Thank You!"” To the families of those who dichn "t make it home, we extend
our heartfelt sympatiy.

The ollowing information was found on KTUL TV's web site at www kil com. Click on Hometown Heroes, Families have submitted pictures and

information about those curently serving our country. They urge anyone having family deployed  Irag or Afghanistan to submit their information,
They have created a special hink to do so. We proudly present some from Mayes and Rogers Counties.

- : : S.P.C. Steven Ruben of Pryor was one of the 17
This tibute to Kyl Brinlee of Pryor, who died SRAYE of Pry .
May 11 2004 mﬂﬁ Er___u_ﬂ__wﬂm ._E. M_.u ik mjured in an attack with a mortar shell Steven s a
Mislissa Davidson.Y ount - 1 soldier from the Bravo Company, lnd Battalion, 6th

Infantry Regiment, lst Armored Division. He 15 2
graduate of Thunderbird Youth Academy in Pryor.




| -

Cody Smith of Pryor is a grenadier (M1 6 and Grenade Launcher) with the 27 Cav Infantry. He 15 statoned outside Bag hdad

Andrew Wangspard of Inola 15 stabhoned m lrag. His towm
brother Brad Wangsgard 1= statoned i South Korea They both
went to [hunderbird




Time & Temp:
(918) 476-4665

Telebank:
(918) 476-BANK

OMMITMENT

BANK of COMMERCE

P.O. Box 849 (918) 476-8317

215 W. Main St. Fax: (918) 476-8300

Chouteau. OK 74337 www,chouteauboc.com
LOBBY HOURS DRIVE - IN HOURS

Mon. - Fri._ ... 9:00-2:30 Mon. —Fri ... 830 - 600

Fri. Evening .. 4:00 —6:00 Saturday ... 8:30-12:00

Saturday..........9:00 - 12:00 MEMBERFDIC
14




Education in Chouteau, Then and Now

B.W. Lindsey built the first school building in Chouteauin 1380. He was an early seffler, and having several
children, Wwis interested in establishing a school The school was free for Cherokes Indian children and white
children could attend by paying a mu:m&ﬂ'i, ition of 51.00. The school was one room building located on Block 21
of the original town The building was used for school and church meetings.

B 1990, this building was to small and 2 new two-story building was built by 2 compamy formed by several
businessmen. ]11“, were W R Samuel, ME. Adkins, V. Gray, C. Hzmian and others. This building was used for
school, theater, public hall and lodges.

In 1908, bonds were voied and a stone and brick building was built on the present school site. When the
school opened September 1, 1908, there were three clazzrooms and offices on the second floor, three classrooms on
the fust floor, two classrooms, a botler room, and two storage rooms in the basement. This building was used unhl
1939, when 1t was torn downand a new, one story buldng of stone was built with ten classrooms and offices. Itis

used as the southeast wing of the present school. Fire destroyed the roof and interior of this building in February of
1942, School was held in fhree churches unil the building was completed.

Jess Grinder was superintendent when this building was opened in September of 1942, The enrollment was
about 400, with an average aftendance of about 300, as the population flucuated because of the Powder Plant
employees changing jobs. In 1942, the Chontean School District was valued at 5373300 and the value of the School
Plant was 536,000

Since then, the school has been improved, with new buildings and modern restrooms, a water system, a
cafeteria, a gymnasmm, Home Economics and Band buildings. The Chouteau School System 1= one of the bestin
Mayes D}Uﬂt“, and has grown in value over the vears.

Today over 1,100 students attend the Choutean Maze school district The Choutesu Early Childhood
Development Center is now under construction. [t will confam a center room constructsd of sobd concrete, which
will serve as a tornado shelter forall of the students.

Tom Turner has been the superintendent of the Chouteau Mazie School District for 3 years. He has beenin
education for 34 years. Stan White 15 the lugh schﬂﬂlgmmhaﬂm Arnall is the middle school principal, Dennis
§ utzman is Maze Elementary principal, and $teve Boone iz Choutean Elementary principal.

Amish Cheese House

FULL SERVICE DELI

e Jellies, Candies & Jams « Cheese & Meat Trays
« Sugar Free Products « (Gift Boxes
« Spices & Baking Items o Kitchen Accessories

Mon - Fri: 9:30a.m. to 6p.m. / Sat: 9a.m. to 5p.m. / Sun: Closed

Wes & Leah Miller
Highway 69 North ~ 918-476-4811 Chouteau, OK 74337




HISTORY OF THE AMISH & MENNONITE FAITH
AND
PIONEER FAMILES LIVING IN THE CHOUTEAU AREA

The Amich and Mennonite families bought land i Mayes County in 1910. Mr. Albert Hochstetler and
Sam J. Chupp was one of the first pioneer families to purchasze ground in this area.

We had the pleasure of visiting with Mr. Melvin Yoder and his wife Edna. They provided us with
interesting information about the Amash life style. We also purchased a book at the Amish Questions and one at
the -"smiﬂ.h Eh335= HI}UE."' which gave us answers to our many qu'*sliﬂns. We Lhc-uEht our r,adsrs. might enjoy

AR

“To s.taﬂ with Amish and 1"Jannmut'* beginnings |iat= ba-:]p. fo IL:I Emm a group c-f pars.&:ut“d radical
Chrishians nick named Anabaphsts. All Amish and Mennonite groups are Christian fellowships; emphases on
life shyle and peace have distinguished most of the group throughout the centuries. The differences among the
various Amish and Mennonite groups through the years have almost been ones of practice rather than basic
Christan doctrine.

Amish groups tend to be more cavtions on technology and involvement with the larger world than most
Mennonites. Old Order Amish drive horse — drawn carriages, dress * plain”, refram from the use of eleciricity,
emphasize occupations close to the farm and the home and fortd higher education. Mennomies embrace
education and technology as opporfunibes.

The best-known leader of the Mennonites was Menno Simons, a Catholic priest from the Netherlands,
who joined the movement m 1336. His moderate leadership and prolific wniings did so much to wnify the
scattered Anabaplists that they soon were nick named “Mennonites™.

In 1693, a young Swiss Mennonite elder who felt the church was losing its purnty broke with his
brethren and found and formed a new Christian fellowship. His name was Jacob Amman and his followers were
nicknamed “Amish”. All Mennonite and Amish groups are deveted to the Christian faith and life.

In an age of scare resources decaying environments, dymg family structure, exfreme loneliness, and
disdain for commitments, the Older Order way of life may offer as much fulfillment, meaning, and securify as
the highly touted “progress”™ of Western civilization.

For the Amish and Mennonites who believe that how one lives reflects one’s faith, clofhung 1=
simply another expression of their deepest convichons. They didn 't set out to look odd; they I:mp-:!-s.ﬂd instead to
practice humility, simplicity, nonconformity, and modesty. These people have failled many imes in up holding
their 1deals, yet Lh'ﬂ, have been able to sustain remarkable consistency for cenfuries.

Old Order Amich and conservative Mennonite parents want their children to learn the basics. The Amish
child knows less about science and technology but more about seil, ammal and plant care and basic dalls like
carpentry, masonry and food preservation The Amish child 15 bilmgual

The Amish and Mennonites have been known as some of the world's best farmers. This resulted from a
therough search for good land and therr uwnusual dalls at tlling God’s earth. They believe in shanng with others
from their gardens and their earmings. Amish and Mennonites ars traditionally great feasters! Foodisnota part
of our pel}pl ‘s faith. People of the land eat from the land. If one ‘s garden is bountiful, so is one’s table. And so
menus reflect the seazons, the =oil, and the climate.

The stress on the Christian virfues of perfection and humility has been both one of the greatest assets and
one of the weaknesses of the Mennomnites and Amush.

To go back fto the early setflers of Mayes County, the land agent= would give free trips by train to
explore this land. The first Amish were mostly from Ohio. This area was praine land with very few frees except
along the rivers and large cresks. The section lines were laid off but every few fances and poor roads. Water for
catfle was hard to find i dry weather. In 1966, rural water lines were put in and improved the commumnity.

According to the records, the first Amish men that bought land were Albert Hochstetler and a man by
the name of Sam J. Chupp, Fudy Yoder bought 30 acres in 1910 then sold it fo 1], JI. Trover who moved from
Kansas. The farms were located two miles north of Choutean.

Eli Hochstetler (the only minister at Chontean at that time) moved here from Ohio in 1910 with his
seven children. 16



[Bill Detweiler married here in Oklahoma and raised his family. Bill lived to be the Oldest Amish
resident of Mayes County. He paszed away on Jan. 4, 2004 at the age of 90 years and 6 months. He was a
likeable man with a good sense of humor.

The R.B. Detweiler (Rudy) place was =old to two of the R.B. Detweiler great grandchildren. The
original barn that was built before 1920 13 shill there 1n good condifion. It 15 oldest bamn in the Amish
community.

Noah D. Yoder moved here from Sugar creek, Ohio in 1912. He has the most descendants living in
Chontean area. He had eight children, all of whom lived in Chouteau except Ida and Edna.

Mary Ann Yoder married John Chupp from Haven, Kansas He was the son of John and Lydia (Mller)
% Sarzh Yoder married Henry Kroeker who was of the Russian Mennonite faith, but joined the Amash.

ohn Henry married Mary Chupp, daughiter of Meno and Barbara (Bontrager) Chupp,

Melvin N. Yoder married Edna Miller, whose family moved to Chouteau from Reno County, Kansas in
1937, Melvin 1z ordamed three times. Firsta deacon, then minister, then Bishop in the south church at age 67.

Ben Troyer's family moved to the area around 1933. They moved by horse and teams from Summner
Countv, Kanzas.

" Nozh Yoder and Rudy Detweiler owned a case steam engine and thrashing machine. They were known
as “Road Masters™. Many of the roads were not graded very well; so 12 horses hitched to the grader graded
them. There would be one man on the grader to guide the grader in and out of difches.

Bishop Crist M Miller is the oldest member in the Amish setflement. He was born February 9, 1913. He
1z up and going slowly but 1= still able fo go to church.

In Mayes County there are four Amish districts they have 91 households, 39 are Yoders, and 32 are with
other last names. They have 50 young folks, 78 school children 46 under school age, and 6 out of school, but
not yet sieen, for a total of 331 people.

The Amish and Mennomte population makes up a large portion of Choutean area. We are grateful for
their kindness in allowing us fo wnite this arficle explaining their beliefs, and for ther suppert by purchasing
advertizement.
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GRDA’s Coal-Fired
Complex

The Grand River Dam Authenfy 15
prgantzed to benefit the customers and cibzens
of Oklshoma As a self-supporting state
agency, revenues from the zale of electricify
instead of taxes fund GRDA Al the same
time, cusipmer rates are maintained at some of
the lowest levek m the counfry, because
GRDA iz a net for profit utility. GRDA
produces wholesale electricity for *cifies,
eleciric cooperatives, and mdustnes across a
24 county service area in Oldahoma.

GRDA generates the majority of ifs
electricity at the Coal Fued Complex (CFC)
where the mission 15 to produce reliable, round
the clock power for customers. Consisting of
Unitz 1 and 2, the CFC 15 located three miles
east of Choutean ona 1.245-acre site. This ate
represents the southern boundary of the
MidAmerica Industrial Park, which is the
center of GRDA s indusirial load.

Meeting rigid government
environmental standards 15 a top pronty of the
CEC. The facihty iz equipped with extensive
pollubon  control  equipment mcluding
electroshiic precipifators to collect ash and a
Sulfur dioxide stbber on Uit 2.

Ash collected from coal combustion 18
recycled for beneficial porposes, such as
making comcrete.  After impuribes  are
removed, combusion gases are released
through the CFC chimneys, which reach over
500 feet above ground. The chimneys are
contnuously monitored fto  male  sure
environmental sfandards ae met and
BIMISSIONS are minimized.

The CEC site alse serves as an
informal wildhfe sanchary. The facihify's
cooling ponds povide food and rest for
thousands of migratory waterfowl Deer and
other wildlife can alse be =een on the CFC
acreage. No hunting 1= allowed on the sife.

The heart of the CFC 1= the confrol
room, located adjacent to the turbine generator
floor. As the opemtional center, it 15 home to
state of the art computer technology, which
helps ensure that every aspect of plant
operations achieves maximum efficiency,
reliability and ulomately, lower costs for
GRDA cusiomers.

“Aerial view of e Coal Fired Complex

Anpther view of the complex

Chupp Implement Co.

Since 1950
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The CEC 1= fueled by coal from mines in Wyoming ‘s Powder River Basin. This enormous coal deposit and low
cost energy reserve has enough low sulfur coal fo fuel the nation for several hundred years. It takes 150 hours
for the coal frains to make the round trip from Wyommng to Chouteau, then back. They keepa 60-day supply of
codl stockpiled. 135 rail cars of coal are burned each day.

GRDA produced its first megawalts of electricity over 60 years ago, when it harnessed the waters of the
Grand River at the Pensacola Dam near Langley, Oklshoma. In the years that followsed, it would agamn take
advantage of the power of water at the Robert 5. Kerr Dam and the Salina Pumped Storage Project When the
CEC began operations in the early 1980s, Oklahoma’s most reliable and lowest cost enerpy generabion system
was completed.

To ensure the power gets to the customer quickly and efficiently, GRDIA s facilities are linked by a state
of the art Energy Control Center. They alse maintain over 1,300 miles of ]:uEh voltage transmission lines.

Power production 1z the mussion of the CFC, but the facihity also hﬂllx power the sconomy of
D]s.lahﬂma The abundm-:'* of GRDA s low cost ﬂlz-:tn-:m has been an incentive for businesses to locate to

S

G’RD:'L]:HS- aw c-rkfn-r-:ﬂ of about 430 amplc-j,ees. 215 of which are stationed at the CFC.

We would like to thank Justn Alberty, GRDA’s Public Information Representatrve for the mformation
and piciures used i fhis arficle, and for the tour of the CEC facilify.

Learn more about GRDA by checking out the web site at www.grda com

Clwrr?’s Chouteau Mall

Antiques, Collectibles, & Primitives

704 5. Choutecau Ade.

(Hwy 69- 12 mile North of Hwy 412)
Chouteau, Ok. 74337 - 2815
918-476-8858
Emadl: cherrysmallighouteautel. coim

Open Daily 10am - 6pm
We buy one piece or entire Eslales

Old, New, Good, Bad, & Ugly
Booths Available
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New Lawmaker Has 'Sherrer’
Energy

Ben Sherrer 15 a rare breed. The 36-year-old
Chonteau man electad to replace LarryRice in the Oldahoma
mﬂ iz one of those rare individuals who almost zeems
too good to be true. And while Sherrer’s image 1s that of a
bnEhL young, successful atforney, the “hard -working
Christian man has had his shares of trials and tribulations.

From the tragic childhood death of his only sibling, to
a collegiate stugple  with  his studies, Shem,r
has al'.ﬂ-'a}s found 3 wayio fake life’s suggles and furn m fhen
info a learning EX DETIETCE for those
around him. The election for the Distict § seat m the
Oklahoma House of PFepresenfafives was  no
different.

Sherrer, who everyone considered a long shot when
he announced his candidacy, outworked his four opponents
and ended upin the state spoflight when the final votes wers
tallied.

Born in Anchorage, Alaska where his father was stationed in the US. Army, Sherrer moved to his

parents” home state of Oklahoma when he was three. His parents were childhood sweethearts and wanted to
get back fo the Sconer State to be close to thew family and to raize their two sons, Robert Benjamin, named
for s father and Cordell Vincent, named for a men’s dormifory at Oklahoma State University where his
parents both graduated.
As a young man, he would travel with his parentz back to their hometown in Pushmataha County to help his
uncle, Gary, campatgn for the District 19 seat in the state legislaiwe. Twenty-five years later, durmg
he own campaign for the state legislature, Ben would point to that early exposure fo sfate politics as an
important factor i hi decision to enter the government sector.

Celebrating 20 years
on
Route 66.

L aCharlie’s
" *; @L@@ (en

1527 N. Main

¢ ROUTE ) Miami. Ok. 74354
1984 E 2004 (918) 542- 8210
(918) 542-7413 fax




Sherrer's adolescent years weren’t much different than other young Oklahoma teen, uniil a tragic
farm accident claimed the life of his 13-year-old younger brother. Himself only 16, Ben was plm,ma
high school football and had asked his brother fo I::E!I'fli!-i’m the evening chores while he suied up
for the Inola Longhorns. During the routine feeding of a show calf, something went terribly wrong and Cordell
was dragged to his death. His father, Bob, found his lifeless body when he got home from work.

Tt was devastating.” said Sherrer. “Ternible. Like nothing you can ever imagine.” In the daye and weels
and months following the accident, Sherrer’s parents immersed themselves in their faith, finding a nearly
impossible way to thank God for the short ime they had with their son.

‘T would hear them praying and couldn’t understand how they could thank God for anything.” said
il};ﬁgg who found himself burning with anger. “Tt infuriated me. I would just sit there and grind my teath.” It
wasn't unl:ll well mio his college davs. at Oklahoma State that Sherrer would come to grips with his anger and
let it go.” knowing that his brother’s death was somehow part of God s master plan.

While attsm:lmE Oklahoma State University, the former All-Dusirict linebacker walked on to Coach Pat
Jones' foothall team, earning a spot on the squad in the infamous (-10-1 season - an mpenm-:ﬂ sherrer said
taught him the mp}ﬂan-::n of homility. "It wasan experience Il never forget,” he said. "Of course, Tdon't think
anyone else will forget it either. It was a great lesson in not quitting even when times are rough."

In i”-]_l:fﬂif Sherrer struggled with his grades and though he would end upg Eradual:lm with a business
degres in organizational administration, he had to take a fifth vear of college to mprove his gradﬂ point average

enough to get him into law school.
Durma that fifth year of college, he met Margo, a dark-haired beanty from Texas who had the brams fo

match her r:lw.tmmE pers.mwlm, Ihﬂ, went to an DU DSU‘-‘.T“S.I]JHE maich at Gallagher [ba Arena on their first
date, followed by a trip to The Tumbleweed, M ,-\_,-\_J-\}_Lmﬂﬂl hideaway.

Dreaming of becoming a lawyer someday and practicing family law in a small town somewhere in
northeast Dhlahﬂma Sherrer enrolled in law school at Oklahoma Em University, much to the surprise of
the dean of the law school who told him he wasn't “lawyer material”™ It took him four vears of night
classes to finish, but Sherrer graduated and ended up in the top third of his class.

Spotting a h-lp u.a.ﬂt“d ad m the Dhlalmma Bar Journal, 11= went to work for Randy Elliott in "'I.Ia:r.:h of

' Ben is active msmbar of Lh'* -:nmmumn S.BI‘i.'“Lt'lE er a.m:l Ehﬂut,au as cify attorney a.m:l v I}lun["'BI“IIlE
hiz ime fto serve on the frve-member :'Ljﬂlé Ec!-unn Public Fam&mntﬁ, which is overseeing the
construction of the new Mayes County Courthouse. He alzo 1s a member of the Pryor Rotary Club.

Two-and-a-half years ago, a well respected member of the Mayes County legal community summoned
Ben to s office and S.IJEE"'S.[“'Ii he consider a run for the state legislafure. Immcallj,_ Sherrer had already been
talking with Marge about the idea, but had neatly falked himself out of itf.

T was ap}hn-:al zaid Sh;-,n'ar “T knew who Larry Rice was and I knew term limits would eventually
force him from office, but] knew litle more than that™ Like clockworlk, Sherrer said the same genfleman who
originally proposed the idea kept askmg him about it every few months. In January 2004, he made his decision
public with an announcement m The Paper.

By springhime, three other Democratic candidates would emerge as challengers including a young
political actrvist with deep fies to party officials statewide, a Tulsa ﬁI“ﬂEh[EI who grew upin Pryor and lived in
Inola and a Pryor businessman whose family had been inv olved in counfy politics for decades.

From the beginning, Sherrer felt like he had what it took to “go the distance,” but when a so-called
independent poll :mmnd i June <h showing him at the back of the heat he began to have his doubts that he could
pull it off. *T knew if Iworked hard enou gh I could do it, but I had my concerns,” he said.

By the time the poll surfaced, Sherrer had already recerved several thousand dollars in donations and felt
like there was “no way of backing out”™ “T had too many people believing in me. We had alreadv had fundraiser
in Inola and a pie supper in Chonteau.
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Thers were regular people placing
stock 1 i me and giving me their hard- sarmed
money.” Sherrer “describes the entire process
as  Very humblma “The whole idea of
someone else bnli'*w.ma in you iz a pretiy
amazang feeling,” he said. By the time the
election process was complated, Sherrer had
raized more than 560,000 — most of which
came from “regular folks™ who live inside the
district.

During the campaign,
zeveral fimes ﬂmtilggg zaid he would come
home from a long day at the office and not
feel like going door-to-deor. But each fime,
someons i s supportive family would speak
up fo offer encouragement, even four-year-old
Benneit On one ss.pecwlh, frying night this
summer, Sherrer said he came home, took off
his suit coat and sat down at the kitchen table.
In walked Bennett *Dad, we have to work
together to win this elechion,” he said. "Lef's
go.” And they went.

In the last few weeks leading up to the
primary election, Sherrer said he felt the ide
beginning o furn. After bvo successful public
forume and three consecutve Samrdays of
door-to-door canvassing, Sherrer began fo
believe in himself again.

With a surprise endorsement from The
Paper on the day before the primary, Sherrer
went to the pc-lls. on Election Day fEEImE
unbeatable. Atday’s end, he finished a distant
zecond and found himself in a runoff against
Pryvor’s Bob Chambers.

After a sining of positve fns of
events mcluding the endorsement from two of
hi former opponents, Sherrer was determined
to outwork his opponent ent and in the end, he
did, not only picking up the Democratic
nominabion in August, but streaking away
with the November general election as well.

In the end, Sherrer is most pleased
with the fact he remained the same throughout
the campaign. “1 never fried fo be someone 1
wasn't” he sad. “T'm proud of that fact I
think I'm the same person today that [ was in
January when I walked up those wooden steps
at The Paper to announce my candidacy. 1
didn’t try to make myslf out to be somebody
important.

there wers
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Sherrer lives in a recently remodeled
Victorian home in Choutzau with his wife,
Margo, a Certified Public Accountant and
their two sons, four-year-old Bennett and two-
year-old Samuel An active member of the
First Baptist Church of Inola, Sherrer still has
strong ties to Rogers County, where his
parents shll live.

The mformation vzed here was found
i oan Mﬁ-ﬂ" in the Prw-r new s.paper “The
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H.L. Burton

Mr. Burton retired to the Choutean area
from Tulsa. He operated a bait shop i
Choutean. He was so mmpressed with his
adopted “hometown” that he made a very
generous donation fto the Chouteau Maize MNaizds
School System. He purchased equipment nt and
funded projects to the fotal of approximately
5250,000.

His confributions paid for the purchase
of computers for the high school business and
computer labs, and computers for the hgh
school, middle school, and elementary school.
A computer and buzzer system was bought for
the high school Quiz Bowl.

Projects added for outdoor achwibes
were 3 baskefball court, walking frack a
volleyball court, and playeround equipment. A
tenmis court, complete with fence and lighting
was added. The construction of a new ligh
school baseball field, complete with fence,
lighting, and concession stand with press box
and restrooms was alse funded by M
|Burton’s donations. New stage curtains and
library shelving was purchased for Mane
E lemen tary School.

The generosity of people like Mr
Burton rensws owr pride mn the people of the
part of Oklahoma we call HOME!

We would like fo thank Brenda
Caldwell and Mr. Abbott for providing us with
the mformation used here, and for allowing us
fo take pictures.

HIL.Burton

Special ‘Thanks’ to the
following businesses for
supporting the Chouteau

issue of Links Special

Edition Series!

Amish Cheese House
Chastens. OK

Brown's Fence Builders
Mazis. OK

Charlie's Chicken
Miami, OF

Chelsea Terrace
Chelsea, JK

Cherry's Chouteau Mall
Chasteas. OK

Chouteou Bank of Commerce
Chastens. OK

Chupp Implement Company
Pryor, OK

Crossroads Discount Foods
Chastens. OK

Jackson Clip Company
fhoytegu, OK

7:B.'s Chouteau Auto Repair
Chowteau, OK

Let's Talk Communications
Chastens. OK

Mr. B's Drive = In
Chastens. OK

Maney's Flowers
Chastens. OK

Oklahoma State Bank




Make sure you don't miss future issues of Hometown Olklahoma!

You can buy a subscription: 6 issues for $7.50 or 12 issues for $15.00
(Cost covers postage and handling)

Commnunity Links of Chelsea
- it ¥ PO Gox _
(918) 789- 1100 Walnut * P.O. Box 85 (918) 789,
- Chelsea, OK. 74016 T "

About Us

Community Links 15 dedicated to linking communifies, increasing knowledge,
expanding horizons, and offering opporfumifies. Links "The Little Green Paper" and Links
"Speaal Edifion Series” are published by persons with disabilities

Our drculation area includes towns in Craig, Delaware, Mayes. Rogers and Ottawa
counties. The area confinues to expand. The support of our advertisers makes it possible to
bring these publications to vou at no cost. We thank our advertisers for their continued

support!
NEXT STOP: Big Cabin and White Oak, Oklahoma!
We look forward to sharing with our readers what we learn about Y OUR hometown!

Monument at the entrance of the Chouteau Cemetery




